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Abstract

This paper examines the translation activities of the People’s Dramatic
Society (Minzhong Xijushe | 725 8] 41) established in May 1921 by
literary writers and drama professionals who aimed at producing
dramatic texts that could be performed on stage after successive failures
in staging translated Western dramas since the literary revolution in late
Qing China. Through translation, members of the Society made
comprehensive investigations of Western theaters and introduced a wide
range of theatrical knowledge into China, which in reverse broadened
the translators’ vision to encompass different dimensions of theater as a
form of integrated arts. As a result, a new way of translation called
trans-adaptation (gai yi P{i¥%) that catered for stage performances
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became popular among drama translators, marking a great step forward
in the making of modern Chinese drama.
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