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United We CAN - Taking hygiene to new levels
Operation UNITE Community Hygiene Charter for Hong Kong

Ever since the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), it has
become clear that good hygiene practices, both personal and public, can act as
one important deterrent in succumbing to the diseasea.

As a continuing effort in the fight against SARS, Operation UNITE has conceived a
Hygiene Charter, which aims at encouraging individueals, as well as business and
industry sectors, to pledge their commitment to improve hygiene practices for the
good of all.

The Charter puts forward suggestions and guidelines on hygiene practices for
individuals, management and businesses and organizations over 10 different sactors.
The key goal is to unite the community and create a new culture of hygiena in Hong
Kong. We hope that by adopting the Charter, we will send a very clear message that
the community of Hong Kong is determined to take positive action and assume our
individual and corporate responsibilities in the continued fight against SARS. Only
by strengthening our hygiene standards and creating a healthy environment through
actionable first steps will community and overseas confidence be restored,

This community initiative will also highlight our efforts not only to take preventative
measuras against SARS, but also to lay a foundation of good personal and
community hygiene practices to sustain a safe and healthy environment for the
future of Hong Kong.

Many people and institutions have helped contribute to the Charter, particularly
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. | would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone involved, most especially the advisors. By the issuing of the Hygiene Charter,
we have once again baen able to truly highlight the importance of our united efforts!

724 |,
Dr Rosanna Wong, DBE, JP M.J

Convenor of the Operation UNITE Steering Commitiee mﬁn‘
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Message from

WHO
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| am delighted that Operation UNITE has proposed a Hygiene Charter for Hong Kong.
The proposed Hygiene Charter is an important community initiative to strengthen the
community action in health. By proposing the Hygiene Charter, the people of Hong
Kong have accepted individual responsibility for raising personal and community
hygiene standards, The Charter demonstrates the willingness of gach individual
citizen of Hong Kong to take positive action, increase individual awareness of hygiene,
and create sound and healthy environments that all may trust,

Hong Kong s to be commendead for its active fight against SARS and its dedication to
building a healthy and hygienic environment.

Mg B

Dr Shigeru Omi, MD, Ph.D,
Regional Director
WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific
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Message from
Department of Health

Hygiene Charter

SARS is a disease that has affected everyone in Hong Kong and | am very pleasad
to see how the community has come together, through the initiative of Operation
UNITE, to put forward this Hygiena Charter. This effort so ably demonstrates how
the people of Hong Kong, especially in ten different sectors, are willing to take an
active rale in assuming their individual responsibilities in the promotion of personal
and communal hygiene,

| deeply appreciate this effort of the Hygiene Charter, not only as an immediate
response to the current challenge that we now face, but also as a long term
commitment to create a healthy and hygienic environment for Hong Kong.

oAb

Dr Margaret Chan
Director of Health
Department of Health, HKSAR
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Pravention is better than cura. As a public health discipling, there is no better dictum
in this SARS crisis.

With all the experience thal we have gathered in tha clinical management of patients with
SARS, we would like to share, through the Hygiene Charter, the essence of effective
preventive measuras that can be adopted by the community. As a result of new medical
technology, our understanding of the vinus, the possible modes of transmission, the
epidemiclogy of the disease and the evidence-based management scheme, we have
drawn on the expertise of various professional groups at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong to come up with thesa guidelines. The principle of prevention has been translated
into effective, practical and user-friendly procedures.

This is our strong conviction that with the promulgation of this Hygiena Charter and
the support of the community in its implementation, we will win this battle. We will
change the paradigm of personal hygiene, foster a cleaner environment, create a
healthier society and revive the glamour of our vibrant city.

The School of Public Health, the Chinese University of Hong Kong is honoured to
have been invited to take up the task of drafting the Hygiene Charter, We are very
thankful for all the help we have received from advisors.

Professor KM Chan

Chaimman

Coordinating Committes on Community Service
School of Public Haalth

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Success of the Hygiene Charter
starts with the individual - YOU

Imagine a typical day in the life of you and your family, whera you interact with different
sectors of the community. This underscores the importance of individual action, as
well as the institutionalization of common practices to the success of taking Hong
Kong's hygiens to new levels,
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Introduction

Hygiene Charter

The Hygiene Charter is a community initiative that aims at encouraging individuals
and different business and industry sectors to pledge their commitmeant to take
hygiene to new levels. The Hygiena Charter is part of Operation UNITE's action
oriented campaign to draw the community together to fight against the challenges
posed by Severs Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

This initiative demonstrates the contribution of the people of Hong Kong to take
positive action, increases awareness of hygiene and also creates a new culture of
hygiene practices for the future of Hong Kong.
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