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Dialogue with Land and Nature:
Location and Design of New Colleges and Hostels

he Chinese University of Hong Kong strives for sustainability in campus

development. Balance between development and environmental protection
has always been our policy for our campus whose beauty is well-known
throughout Asia The past40 years have witnessed the expansion of the University
campus and the addition of many teaching and research facilities, yet these have
been consciously complemented by efforts at minimizing the affect on trees and
ensuring the campus is green and flourishing.

After the reversion to a four-year normative curriculum in 2012, the
University will recruit an extra 3,000 undergraduates. To prevent the existing
four colleges from suddenly having to take in over 700 additional students,
thereby affecting the congeniality of their learning and living environment
or compromising the quality of their whole-person education and pastoral
care, the University has decided to build additional colleges. In May 2006,
Morningside Foundation and Morningside Education Foundation and
The S.H. Ho Foundation made generous donations to CUHK to establish
Morningside College and S.H. Ho College. Smaller in scale, the colleges will
be fully residential with communal dining facilities. There are also plans
to establish two other new hostels in the western part of the campus in
preparation for the construction of a third college.

During site selection for the two new colleges, thorough consideration was
given to the University’s overall development, impact on the environment,
convenience of the locations, compatibility with the existing architecture and
efficient use of resources. The sites also have to be able to accommodate hostels

walking distance of the train station and various teaching/research facilities
and service outlets, and will also be served by the campus shuttle buses. The
sites will occupy a land area of 13,200 squared metres. This yields a student
usable per capita area similar to that of the four existing colleges.

According to Benjamin Wood, celebrated US architect and designer of
Morningside, the college will be set against the contour of a hill and
accommodate 300 fully residential students. Mr. Wood’s design will also
make use of trees at the site to provide shade against the sun.

The two hostels of S.H. Ho College will provide space for 600 fully residential
students. They are the work of world-renowned architect Rocco Yim. The
buildings will embrace a spacious dining hall whose rooftop will serve as
a green podium. Mr. Yim is also the consultant of the two new hotels on
western campus. The guiding principles of this project include how the
buildings should negotiate the gradient of the terrain to provide accessibility
and aesthetic pleasure, and how green areas can be increased.

The University Grants Committee (UGC) has approved the University’s
proposals and construction will begin after all approval procedures are
completed. The University is very concerned about noise pollution and
security issues that may arise during construction, and hence will adopt a
series of preventive measures. The new colleges will form a dialogue with
the existing hostels, and foster the sharing of facilities and interaction among
students. ¥

for fully residential students, as well as learning, dining and leisure facilities.
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After rounds of discussion by
the relevant committees, the
two new colleges will be sited at
a central location on campus, to
the North of University Avenue,
neighbouring the Sports Centre.
They will
of Tolo Harbour, are within

command views
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Hong Kong born, Yim was one of three winners
of France’s Opéra de la Bastille International
Competition in 1983. His entry in EgQypt’s New
Alexandria  Library International Competition
received an Honourable Mention in 1989. In Hong

Kong, Yim’s Lok Fu Centre project and Hollywood
: Terrace project were awarded Gold Medals by
\ I Architects Regional Council Asia (ARCASIA).
In 2004, he won the international invitational

competition for the Museum of Guangdong.
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Benjamin Wood
Benjamin Wood, AlA, received his Masters in Architecture from MIT in 1984. His first

commission in China was Xintiandi, a cultural entertainment district in Shanghai.
The project received a 2003 Award of Excellence from the Urban Land Institute.

His most significant contribution on a major project outside of China was as the
chief architect of New Soldier Field in Chicago. Completed in September of 2003
at a cost of US$ 620 million, this 64,000-seat stadium was built in a record 19
months. Co-designed with his former partner Carlos Zapata, New Soldier Field
was named by the New York Times as one of the 10 best buildings of 2003.
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The Centralized Labs: From Innovation to Inspiration

o support burgeoning research activities
Tand to provide for future growth, CUHK
has built a state-of-the-art Centralized Science
Laboratories Building (Centralized Labs).
Located on a hillside on central campus,
overlooking Tai Po Road to the South and
connecting to the Science Centre to the North,
the new six-storey structure has a gross floor
area of some 11,000 squared metres. Five
of the storeys will house over 70 purpose-

designed laboratories for advanced research

by the Science and Medical Faculties, as well
as a comprehensive range of other facilities.
According to the Building Committee, the
Centralized Labs is the first building in Hong
Kong catering for scientific experimental
needs from day one of its design and which
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complies strictly fo 4 ki 8EH: [RABETHVRET
with  international B RARTER BREILBERGET T
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The University RERERTAZEGETRE  2HHRFGH
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a few years ago, and
in 2002, succeeded

in securing funding

What Users Have to Say

Prof. Jimmy Yu of the Chemistry Department: ‘When
I want to focus on my experiment, I can simply

from the University draw the blinds; when I want to enjoy the view of

Grants Committee

Tolo Harbour, 1 can open them. The environment of
for the project. A my new lab looks really promising.’

Building Committee Prof. Kwan Hoi-shan of the Department of Biology:

‘We will have microbiology, bacteriology, micrology,
cell culture and other labs that meet the highest
international standards in the new building. The

was set up under
the Campus Planning Committee, and it conducted a tender exercise to
appoint an architect. The Building Committee also met frequently with the
future users of the building to learn about their needs and expectations environment is also nice with the wider corridors

in detail. and ample bench-to-bench space.’

The present design was

selected for functional

considerations, harmony
with the natural terrain and
respect for the surrounding
environment. It was sub-
sequently
the

Committee.

endorsed by
Campus Planning
Throughout
the construction process,
the Committee continued
to keep a close eye on

quality and progress.

Innovations

The Centralized Labs
is an innovative
research building in
terms of safety, energy
and

Its

conservation

user-friendliness.
layout is conducive to
interaction between
the different academic
specialitiesandamong
the

choice of construction

scholars. From
materials and design
of laboratory facilities,
to the lighting, air-
conditioning and
exhaust systems, the
building strives to
maximize user safety

and comfort while

conserving energy. ¥
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Stream Near Theology Building Regains Natural Look

The slope stability improvement project near the Theology Building is almost
complete and the stream has regained its natural, original look. In addition to

preserving the existing trees, two rows of Ehretia buxifolia will be planted on the

slope crest of Chapel Road.
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Illegal Felling of Precious Incense Trees

On 25 October 2006, it was found that five incense trees (Aquilaris sinensis) near
Chung Chi Chapel had been illegally felled. Incense trees are protected trees
from which the name ‘Hong Kong’ originated. The illegally felled trees had trunk
diameters ranging from 70mm to 100mm, and heights, from 5m to 8m. The case
had been handed over to the police for investigation. Members of the University
who come across cases of tree vandalism or felling should report them to the
Security Unit.

Contamination of Chung Chi Stream

The University was very concerned when Chung Chi Stream was found to be
contaminated last December. The Campus Development Office and Estates
Management Office immediately took up the case. They also informed the
Environmental Protection Department of the situation and sought their advice
for action. The University Safety and Environment Office collected water samples
for analysing the contaminant and assessing potential impact on the University

environment.
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Situation improving slightly (taken on 5 Jan 2007)

44 FRFHEIEE Web edition available at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/greencampus/b5/newsletter.htm

A LA R AREN R This newsletter is printed on recycled paper.




