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Free Will and the Problem of Evil 

Sample Outline

I. Introduction

A. The problem of evil

1. God is perfectly good, omniscient, and omnipotent. 

2. Such a God should want to prevent evil, but much evil exists in the world. 

3. Problem: How to explain this evil. Does it show God doesn’t exist? 

B. The free will defense

1. To give people free will, God must allow them to do evil things sometimes. 

2. So even if God wants to prevent evil, he can’t, because free will is more important. 

C. Thesis: The free will defense successfully solves the problem of evil. 

1. Some critics: the free will defense  fails—God could give us free will and still stop people from doing evil. 

2. But if God prevented all evil, people would not really have free will. 

a. They would know they couldn’t freely do anything they wanted. 

D. Explain structure of paper. 

II. The Problem of Evil

A. The problem of evil arises because the concept of God seems to entail that there should be no evil in the world. [Use as the topic sentence for this paragraph.]

1. The concept of God: perfectly good, omniscient, omnipotent

2. If God has these features, then God can and should want to prevent evil.

B. The problem: In fact, evil exists in the world. 

1. Two kinds: Natural and moral evil

2. Examples of each

C. So it seems either God doesn’t exist, or his characteristics are different from what we think. 

1. Either choice contradicts traditional belief in God, or “theism.”

a. Theism is… [explain]. 

D. But the conclusion that we’re wrong about God follows only if God has no good reason for allowing evil. 

1. If we can explain God’s reasons for allowing evil, then belief in God may still be rational. 

III. The Free Will Defense

A. God allows evil because he wants us to have free will. 

1. Free will is important, because…

B. God can’t both prevent evil and give us free will, because…

1. [Justify and give examples]

IV. Objections and Replies

A. Summarize important criticisms of the free will defense

B. First criticism

1. Details of the argument

2. Details of the argument

C. Your reply

1. Your argument

D. Second criticism

E. Your reply

V. Conclusion

A. Summarize your thesis and argument

B. Summarize the consequences of your argument

1. Belief in God is rational despite the existence of evil. 

