Media Representations of Chinese Elderly Digital Refugees

in the Age of Health Code
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As the health code has become an effective means of controlling Covid-19 in mainland China, the
digital divide in society has been further torn apart, and some elderly people who cannot integrate
into the era are excluded and represented by the media as helpless and angry elderly digital refugees.
Through the critical discourse analysis of specific texts, this article aims to explain the context in

which the media representation of elderly digital refugees produces their own textual metaphors,



and further reflects modern discourses such as digitization and technology. This kind of
representation is produced in the context of digitalization and the aging society in mainland China
today, reflecting that members of society, including the elderly, have to face the digital and modern
society, otherwise they will encounter the dual exclusion of society and numbers. In a deeper sense,
the elderly digital refugees are not just a metaphor for the neglected remainder of life in the digital

age but are also a microcosm of ourselves who are trapped in a systemic siege without knowing it.
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