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What is the difference between 23-valent
pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine (23vPPV) and
13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCV13)?
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23vPPV contains antigens from 23 common serotypes,
while PCV13 contains antigens from 13 serotypes.
These vaccines are good at preventing severe pneumo-
coccal disease. Please speak with your family doctor
about which pneumococcal vaccine(s) are suitable for
you and your family.
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What are the side effects associated with
pneumococcal vaccines?

RREEHECEEELYSE - BEEERARRNTRER
FE B IS AR U 7] RETE R AE R AERS M A H IR B 1 RE
BRR &R - BB RIEMMRAE B RER » SiHA
TIREE HHIRESHN AR 2L © R4S~ BRSE -~ BSEALNERE
MEHAVEHBEREN R BB FERERIFE
FRo

Pneumococcal vaccines have been demonstrated to be
safe. Common side effects include slight swelling and
soreness at the injection site shortly following injection
but most resolve within two days. Some may experi-
ence mild fever, fatigue, headache, chills, or muscle
ache. Severe pain or difficulty in moving the arm where
the shot was given was very rare.

MY B EMARERR  ERHMANEERZEN?
Is a person previously contracted with pneumococcal
infection immune from pneumococcus?
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As there are over 90 serotypes of pneumococcus,
previous infection of a particular serotype may not
confer immunity to other serotypes of pneumococcus.
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For more information about Pneumococcal vaccination
and arrangement of the Department of

Health's Vaccination Subsidy Scheme, please speak
with our service team at 3946 6188.
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Pneumococcal infection is caused by the bacteria
streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus). More
than 90 different serotypes of pneumococci are
identified thus far, and they can cause various
illnesses, such as otitis media (infection of middle
ear), or more fatal invasive pneumococcal diseases,
including infection of brain membranes (meningitis).

Pneumococci are common in the nose and throat of
healthy individuals, and spread through droplets via
coughing and sneezing, close contact with the
patients or contact with materials soiled with the
bacteria. The incubation period is about 1 to 3 days.
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The incubation period is
about 1 to 3 days.
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Ways to Prevent Pneumococcal Infection
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Given Pneumococcus is known to be able to spread through
everyday contact, and the potential of infecting various parts and
organs of the body can result in severe medical conditions, the
public, other than persons with known contraindication and/or
adverse reactions to the vaccines, is recommended to get
vaccinated. Through vaccination, not only safeguard your own
health, but also protects the community by limiting the bacteria’s
ability to spread.

IRERALH > BREALTERELEERE > 81F:
Apart from healthy persons, people in the high risk groups should
have higher priority for the vaccination, including:
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Persons with history of Invasive
Pneumococcal Disease (IPD)
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Persons with weakened immunity, such as asplenic
patients, cancer patients, patients using
immunosuppressive drugs/systemic steroid, etc.
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Persons with chronic illnesses

such as diabetes mellitus 2 ' 4)
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< Persons with cochlear (inner ear) implants
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Depending on site of infection, clinical presentation can include :
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Middle ear infection (otitis media):
fever, ear pain and sometimes with discharge
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? fever, shortness of breath, chills and productive cough
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Infection of the brain membranes (meningitis):
fever, stiff neck and confusion
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Infection of the blood stream (bacteraemia and sepsis):
joint pain and chills/ shivering
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13-valent pneumococcal | 23-valent pneumococcal
conjugate vaccine polysaccharide vaccine
(PCV13)* (23vPPV)*
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Applicability  Adults and children aged
more than 6 weeks of age

persons aged > 50 years;
Individuals aged > 2 years
with high-risk conditions
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You are advised to consult your family doctor for information regarding pneumococcal
vaccination. For further information, you can refer to information available from the
Centre for Health Protection (www.chp.gov.hk).



