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These slides contain/adapt materials developed by

I Minsik Cho and Daniel Brand (2017). “MEC: memory-efficient convolution for deep
neural network”. In: Proc. ICML

I Asit K. Mishra et al. (2017). “Fine-grained accelerators for sparse machine learning
workloads”. In: Proc. ASPDAC, pp. 635–640

I Jongsoo Park et al. (2017). “Faster CNNs with direct sparse convolutions and guided
pruning”. In: Proc. ICLR

I UC Berkeley EE290: “Hardware for Machine Learning”
https://inst.eecs.berkeley.edu/~ee290-2/sp20/
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2D-Convolution
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H: Height of Input Activation
W: Width of Input Activation
R: Height of Weight
S: Width of Weight
P: Height of Output Activation
Q: Width of Output Activation

𝐴 = 𝑎 ∗ 1 + 𝑏 ∗ 2 + 𝑐 ∗3
+𝑓 ∗ 4 + 𝑔 ∗ 5 + ℎ ∗6
+𝑘 ∗ 7 + 𝑙 ∗ 8 + 𝑚 ∗ 9
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𝐼 = 𝑚 ∗ 1 + 𝑛 ∗ 2 + 𝑜 ∗3
+𝑟 ∗ 4 + 𝑠 ∗ 5 + 𝑡 ∗6
+𝑤 ∗ 7 + 𝑥 ∗ 8 + 𝑦 ∗ 9

H: Height of Input Activation
W: Width of Input Activation
R: Height of Weight
S: Width of Weight
P: Height of Output Activation
Q: Width of Output Activation
stride: # of rows/columns 
traversed per step 
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2D-Convolution
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𝑃 =
(𝐻 − 𝑅 + 2 ∗ 𝑝𝑎𝑑)

𝑠𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑑𝑒 + 1
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H: Height of Input Activation
W: Width of Input Activation
R: Height of Weight
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P: Height of Output Activation
Q: Width of Output Activation
stride: # of rows/columns 
traversed per step 
padding: # of zero 
rows/columns added
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3D-Convolution
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Convolution 101
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Direct convolution: No extra memory overhead

I Low performance
I Poor memory access pattern due to geometry-specific constraint
I Relatively short dot product
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Background: Memory System

Increasing 
distance 
from the 
processor 
in access
time

L1$

L2$

Main Memory

Secondary  Memory

Processor

(Relative) size of the memory at each level

Inclusive–
what is in L1$ 
is a subset of 
what is in L2$  
is a subset of 
what is in MM 
that is a 
subset of is in 
SM

4-8 bytes (word)

1 to 4 blocks

1,024+ bytes (disk sector = page)

8-32 bytes (block)

I Spatial locality
I Temporal Locality

7 / 31



Overview

Convolution 101

GEMM

Sparse Convolution

Direct Convolution

Further Discussions

8 / 31



Im2col (Image2Column) Convolution
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I Large extra memory overhead
I Good performance
I BLAS-friendly memory layout to enjoy SIMD/locality/parallelism
I Applicable for any convolution configuration on any platform

8 / 31



Im2col (Image2Column) Convolution

……

X 2 Rd⇥(k2c)
<latexit sha1_base64="hB2qTO+GpLSPUbONHsZTIgQeYWQ=">AAACE3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqDFXSBcZKLIwF0YfUpJXjOK1Vx4lsB6mK8g8s/AoLAwixsrDxNzhtBmg5kqXjc+7Vvfd4MaNSWda3UVpb39jcKm9Xdnb39g/Mw6OujBKBSQdHLBJ9D0nCKCcdRRUj/VgQFHqM9Lzpde73HoiQNOL3ahYTN0RjTgOKkdLSyLyoOSFSEy9I+5lDOVz8vPQuG6a+o2hIZH06bOLzrDYyq1bDmgOuErsgVVCgPTK/HD/CSUi4wgxJObCtWLkpEopiRrKKk0gSIzxFYzLQlCM9zE3nN2XwTCs+DCKhH1dwrv7uSFEo5Sz0dGW+slz2cvE/b5Co4MpNKY8TRTheDAoSBlUE84CgTwXBis00QVhQvSvEEyQQVjrGig7BXj55lXSbDVvz22a1ZRVxlMEJOAV1YINL0AI3oA06AINH8AxewZvxZLwY78bHorRkFD3H4A+Mzx+sfp3v</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="hB2qTO+GpLSPUbONHsZTIgQeYWQ=">AAACE3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqDFXSBcZKLIwF0YfUpJXjOK1Vx4lsB6mK8g8s/AoLAwixsrDxNzhtBmg5kqXjc+7Vvfd4MaNSWda3UVpb39jcKm9Xdnb39g/Mw6OujBKBSQdHLBJ9D0nCKCcdRRUj/VgQFHqM9Lzpde73HoiQNOL3ahYTN0RjTgOKkdLSyLyoOSFSEy9I+5lDOVz8vPQuG6a+o2hIZH06bOLzrDYyq1bDmgOuErsgVVCgPTK/HD/CSUi4wgxJObCtWLkpEopiRrKKk0gSIzxFYzLQlCM9zE3nN2XwTCs+DCKhH1dwrv7uSFEo5Sz0dGW+slz2cvE/b5Co4MpNKY8TRTheDAoSBlUE84CgTwXBis00QVhQvSvEEyQQVjrGig7BXj55lXSbDVvz22a1ZRVxlMEJOAV1YINL0AI3oA06AINH8AxewZvxZLwY78bHorRkFD3H4A+Mzx+sfp3v</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="hB2qTO+GpLSPUbONHsZTIgQeYWQ=">AAACE3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqDFXSBcZKLIwF0YfUpJXjOK1Vx4lsB6mK8g8s/AoLAwixsrDxNzhtBmg5kqXjc+7Vvfd4MaNSWda3UVpb39jcKm9Xdnb39g/Mw6OujBKBSQdHLBJ9D0nCKCcdRRUj/VgQFHqM9Lzpde73HoiQNOL3ahYTN0RjTgOKkdLSyLyoOSFSEy9I+5lDOVz8vPQuG6a+o2hIZH06bOLzrDYyq1bDmgOuErsgVVCgPTK/HD/CSUi4wgxJObCtWLkpEopiRrKKk0gSIzxFYzLQlCM9zE3nN2XwTCs+DCKhH1dwrv7uSFEo5Sz0dGW+slz2cvE/b5Co4MpNKY8TRTheDAoSBlUE84CgTwXBis00QVhQvSvEEyQQVjrGig7BXj55lXSbDVvz22a1ZRVxlMEJOAV1YINL0AI3oA06AINH8AxewZvxZLwY78bHorRkFD3H4A+Mzx+sfp3v</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="hB2qTO+GpLSPUbONHsZTIgQeYWQ=">AAACE3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqDFXSBcZKLIwF0YfUpJXjOK1Vx4lsB6mK8g8s/AoLAwixsrDxNzhtBmg5kqXjc+7Vvfd4MaNSWda3UVpb39jcKm9Xdnb39g/Mw6OujBKBSQdHLBJ9D0nCKCcdRRUj/VgQFHqM9Lzpde73HoiQNOL3ahYTN0RjTgOKkdLSyLyoOSFSEy9I+5lDOVz8vPQuG6a+o2hIZH06bOLzrDYyq1bDmgOuErsgVVCgPTK/HD/CSUi4wgxJObCtWLkpEopiRrKKk0gSIzxFYzLQlCM9zE3nN2XwTCs+DCKhH1dwrv7uSFEo5Sz0dGW+slz2cvE/b5Co4MpNKY8TRTheDAoSBlUE84CgTwXBis00QVhQvSvEEyQQVjrGig7BXj55lXSbDVvz22a1ZRVxlMEJOAV1YINL0AI3oA06AINH8AxewZvxZLwY78bHorRkFD3H4A+Mzx+sfp3v</latexit>

W 2 R(k2c)⇥n
<latexit sha1_base64="WzkRjOXOa3lALoCKVkFfCC+0rks=">AAACFHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqQqqSLDBWYmEsiD6kJq0c12mtOk5kO0hVlI9g4VdYGECIlYGNv8FpM0DLkSwdn3Ov7r3HjxmVyrK+jdLa+sbmVnm7srO7t39gHh51ZJQITNo4YpHo+UgSRjlpK6oY6cWCoNBnpOtPr3O/+0CEpBG/V7OYeCEacxpQjJSWhuZFzQ2RmvhB2s1cyuHi56d32SCtTwcOPncVDYmEPKsNzarVsOaAq8QuSBUUaA3NL3cU4SQkXGGGpOzbVqy8FAlFMSNZxU0kiRGeojHpa8qRHuSl86MyeKaVEQwioR9XcK7+7khRKOUs9HVlvrNc9nLxP6+fqODKSymPE0U4XgwKEgZVBPOE4IgKghWbaYKwoHpXiCdIIKx0jhUdgr188irpOA1b81un2nSKOMrgBJyCOrDBJWiCG9ACbYDBI3gGr+DNeDJejHfjY1FaMoqeY/AHxucPGkWeJA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="WzkRjOXOa3lALoCKVkFfCC+0rks=">AAACFHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqQqqSLDBWYmEsiD6kJq0c12mtOk5kO0hVlI9g4VdYGECIlYGNv8FpM0DLkSwdn3Ov7r3HjxmVyrK+jdLa+sbmVnm7srO7t39gHh51ZJQITNo4YpHo+UgSRjlpK6oY6cWCoNBnpOtPr3O/+0CEpBG/V7OYeCEacxpQjJSWhuZFzQ2RmvhB2s1cyuHi56d32SCtTwcOPncVDYmEPKsNzarVsOaAq8QuSBUUaA3NL3cU4SQkXGGGpOzbVqy8FAlFMSNZxU0kiRGeojHpa8qRHuSl86MyeKaVEQwioR9XcK7+7khRKOUs9HVlvrNc9nLxP6+fqODKSymPE0U4XgwKEgZVBPOE4IgKghWbaYKwoHpXiCdIIKx0jhUdgr188irpOA1b81un2nSKOMrgBJyCOrDBJWiCG9ACbYDBI3gGr+DNeDJejHfjY1FaMoqeY/AHxucPGkWeJA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="WzkRjOXOa3lALoCKVkFfCC+0rks=">AAACFHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqQqqSLDBWYmEsiD6kJq0c12mtOk5kO0hVlI9g4VdYGECIlYGNv8FpM0DLkSwdn3Ov7r3HjxmVyrK+jdLa+sbmVnm7srO7t39gHh51ZJQITNo4YpHo+UgSRjlpK6oY6cWCoNBnpOtPr3O/+0CEpBG/V7OYeCEacxpQjJSWhuZFzQ2RmvhB2s1cyuHi56d32SCtTwcOPncVDYmEPKsNzarVsOaAq8QuSBUUaA3NL3cU4SQkXGGGpOzbVqy8FAlFMSNZxU0kiRGeojHpa8qRHuSl86MyeKaVEQwioR9XcK7+7khRKOUs9HVlvrNc9nLxP6+fqODKSymPE0U4XgwKEgZVBPOE4IgKghWbaYKwoHpXiCdIIKx0jhUdgr188irpOA1b81un2nSKOMrgBJyCOrDBJWiCG9ACbYDBI3gGr+DNeDJejHfjY1FaMoqeY/AHxucPGkWeJA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="WzkRjOXOa3lALoCKVkFfCC+0rks=">AAACFHicbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgJHFokUqQqqSLDBWYmEsiD6kJq0c12mtOk5kO0hVlI9g4VdYGECIlYGNv8FpM0DLkSwdn3Ov7r3HjxmVyrK+jdLa+sbmVnm7srO7t39gHh51ZJQITNo4YpHo+UgSRjlpK6oY6cWCoNBnpOtPr3O/+0CEpBG/V7OYeCEacxpQjJSWhuZFzQ2RmvhB2s1cyuHi56d32SCtTwcOPncVDYmEPKsNzarVsOaAq8QuSBUUaA3NL3cU4SQkXGGGpOzbVqy8FAlFMSNZxU0kiRGeojHpa8qRHuSl86MyeKaVEQwioR9XcK7+7khRKOUs9HVlvrNc9nLxP6+fqODKSymPE0U4XgwKEgZVBPOE4IgKghWbaYKwoHpXiCdIIKx0jhUdgr188irpOA1b81un2nSKOMrgBJyCOrDBJWiCG9ACbYDBI3gGr+DNeDJejHfjY1FaMoqeY/AHxucPGkWeJA==</latexit>

Y 2 Rd⇥n
<latexit sha1_base64="YmPkeJlIVJEaJpLSd9HqFkIjj5g=">AAACD3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgZHFogUxVUkXGCuxMBZEH6gJleM6rVXHiewbpCrKH7DwKywMIMTKysbf4LYZoOVIlo7PuVf33uPHgmuw7W+rsLK6tr5R3Cxtbe/s7pX3D9o6ShRlLRqJSHV9opngkrWAg2DdWDES+oJ1/PHl1O88MKV5JG9hEjMvJEPJA04JGKlfPq26IYGRH6R3mcslnv/89Ca7Twcu8JBpLLNqv1yxa/YMeJk4OamgHM1++csdRDQJmQQqiNY9x47BS4kCTgXLSm6iWUzomAxZz1BJzCAvnd2T4ROjDHAQKfMk4Jn6uyMlodaT0DeV03X1ojcV//N6CQQXXsplnACTdD4oSASGCE/DwQOuGAUxMYRQxc2umI6IIhRMhCUTgrN48jJp12uO4df1SsPO4yiiI3SMzpCDzlEDXaEmaiGKHtEzekVv1pP1Yr1bH/PSgpX3HKI/sD5/ACa1nKc=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="YmPkeJlIVJEaJpLSd9HqFkIjj5g=">AAACD3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgZHFogUxVUkXGCuxMBZEH6gJleM6rVXHiewbpCrKH7DwKywMIMTKysbf4LYZoOVIlo7PuVf33uPHgmuw7W+rsLK6tr5R3Cxtbe/s7pX3D9o6ShRlLRqJSHV9opngkrWAg2DdWDES+oJ1/PHl1O88MKV5JG9hEjMvJEPJA04JGKlfPq26IYGRH6R3mcslnv/89Ca7Twcu8JBpLLNqv1yxa/YMeJk4OamgHM1++csdRDQJmQQqiNY9x47BS4kCTgXLSm6iWUzomAxZz1BJzCAvnd2T4ROjDHAQKfMk4Jn6uyMlodaT0DeV03X1ojcV//N6CQQXXsplnACTdD4oSASGCE/DwQOuGAUxMYRQxc2umI6IIhRMhCUTgrN48jJp12uO4df1SsPO4yiiI3SMzpCDzlEDXaEmaiGKHtEzekVv1pP1Yr1bH/PSgpX3HKI/sD5/ACa1nKc=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="YmPkeJlIVJEaJpLSd9HqFkIjj5g=">AAACD3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgZHFogUxVUkXGCuxMBZEH6gJleM6rVXHiewbpCrKH7DwKywMIMTKysbf4LYZoOVIlo7PuVf33uPHgmuw7W+rsLK6tr5R3Cxtbe/s7pX3D9o6ShRlLRqJSHV9opngkrWAg2DdWDES+oJ1/PHl1O88MKV5JG9hEjMvJEPJA04JGKlfPq26IYGRH6R3mcslnv/89Ca7Twcu8JBpLLNqv1yxa/YMeJk4OamgHM1++csdRDQJmQQqiNY9x47BS4kCTgXLSm6iWUzomAxZz1BJzCAvnd2T4ROjDHAQKfMk4Jn6uyMlodaT0DeV03X1ojcV//N6CQQXXsplnACTdD4oSASGCE/DwQOuGAUxMYRQxc2umI6IIhRMhCUTgrN48jJp12uO4df1SsPO4yiiI3SMzpCDzlEDXaEmaiGKHtEzekVv1pP1Yr1bH/PSgpX3HKI/sD5/ACa1nKc=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="YmPkeJlIVJEaJpLSd9HqFkIjj5g=">AAACD3icbVC7TsMwFHXKq5RXgZHFogUxVUkXGCuxMBZEH6gJleM6rVXHiewbpCrKH7DwKywMIMTKysbf4LYZoOVIlo7PuVf33uPHgmuw7W+rsLK6tr5R3Cxtbe/s7pX3D9o6ShRlLRqJSHV9opngkrWAg2DdWDES+oJ1/PHl1O88MKV5JG9hEjMvJEPJA04JGKlfPq26IYGRH6R3mcslnv/89Ca7Twcu8JBpLLNqv1yxa/YMeJk4OamgHM1++csdRDQJmQQqiNY9x47BS4kCTgXLSm6iWUzomAxZz1BJzCAvnd2T4ROjDHAQKfMk4Jn6uyMlodaT0DeV03X1ojcV//N6CQQXXsplnACTdD4oSASGCE/DwQOuGAUxMYRQxc2umI6IIhRMhCUTgrN48jJp12uO4df1SsPO4yiiI3SMzpCDzlEDXaEmaiGKHtEzekVv1pP1Yr1bH/PSgpX3HKI/sD5/ACa1nKc=</latexit>

⇥
<latexit sha1_base64="o/TztkgjxWN4eKNCgAhptEPqjkA=">AAAB73icbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsaLYk2lpjIRwIXsrfswYa9vXN3zoRc+BM2Fhpj69+x89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSKQw6LrfTmFjc2t7p7hb2ts/ODwqH5+0TZxqxlsslrHuBtRwKRRvoUDJu4nmNAok7wST27nfeeLaiFg94DThfkRHSoSCUbRSt9pHEXFTHZQrbs1dgKwTLycVyNEclL/6w5ilEVfIJDWm57kJ+hnVKJjks1I/NTyhbEJHvGeponaLny3unZELqwxJGGtbCslC/T2R0ciYaRTYzoji2Kx6c/E/r5dieO1nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/HkyFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0EZUsiF4qy+vk3a95rk1775eadzkcRThDM7hEjy4ggbcQRNawEDCM7zCm/PovDjvzseyteDkM6fwB87nD3ASj44=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="o/TztkgjxWN4eKNCgAhptEPqjkA=">AAAB73icbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsaLYk2lpjIRwIXsrfswYa9vXN3zoRc+BM2Fhpj69+x89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSKQw6LrfTmFjc2t7p7hb2ts/ODwqH5+0TZxqxlsslrHuBtRwKRRvoUDJu4nmNAok7wST27nfeeLaiFg94DThfkRHSoSCUbRSt9pHEXFTHZQrbs1dgKwTLycVyNEclL/6w5ilEVfIJDWm57kJ+hnVKJjks1I/NTyhbEJHvGeponaLny3unZELqwxJGGtbCslC/T2R0ciYaRTYzoji2Kx6c/E/r5dieO1nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/HkyFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0EZUsiF4qy+vk3a95rk1775eadzkcRThDM7hEjy4ggbcQRNawEDCM7zCm/PovDjvzseyteDkM6fwB87nD3ASj44=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="o/TztkgjxWN4eKNCgAhptEPqjkA=">AAAB73icbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsaLYk2lpjIRwIXsrfswYa9vXN3zoRc+BM2Fhpj69+x89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSKQw6LrfTmFjc2t7p7hb2ts/ODwqH5+0TZxqxlsslrHuBtRwKRRvoUDJu4nmNAok7wST27nfeeLaiFg94DThfkRHSoSCUbRSt9pHEXFTHZQrbs1dgKwTLycVyNEclL/6w5ilEVfIJDWm57kJ+hnVKJjks1I/NTyhbEJHvGeponaLny3unZELqwxJGGtbCslC/T2R0ciYaRTYzoji2Kx6c/E/r5dieO1nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/HkyFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0EZUsiF4qy+vk3a95rk1775eadzkcRThDM7hEjy4ggbcQRNawEDCM7zCm/PovDjvzseyteDkM6fwB87nD3ASj44=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="o/TztkgjxWN4eKNCgAhptEPqjkA=">AAAB73icbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsaLYk2lpjIRwIXsrfswYa9vXN3zoRc+BM2Fhpj69+x89+4wBUKvmSSl/dmMjMvSKQw6LrfTmFjc2t7p7hb2ts/ODwqH5+0TZxqxlsslrHuBtRwKRRvoUDJu4nmNAok7wST27nfeeLaiFg94DThfkRHSoSCUbRSt9pHEXFTHZQrbs1dgKwTLycVyNEclL/6w5ilEVfIJDWm57kJ+hnVKJjks1I/NTyhbEJHvGeponaLny3unZELqwxJGGtbCslC/T2R0ciYaRTYzoji2Kx6c/E/r5dieO1nQiUpcsWWi8JUEozJ/HkyFJozlFNLKNPC3krYmGrK0EZUsiF4qy+vk3a95rk1775eadzkcRThDM7hEjy4ggbcQRNawEDCM7zCm/PovDjvzseyteDkM6fwB87nD3ASj44=</latexit>

=<latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit>

=<latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="kaDWDxarIbt8b7begmsQdMm2hCQ=">AAAB6nicbVA9TwJBEJ3DL8Qv1NJmI5hYkTsabUyINpYYBUngQvaWOdiwt3fZ3TMhF36CjYXG2PqL7Pw3LnCFgi+Z5OW9mczMCxLBtXHdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+P2jpOFcMWi0WsOgHVKLjEluFGYCdRSKNA4GMwvpn5j0+oNI/lg5kk6Ed0KHnIGTVWuq9eVfvliltz5yCrxMtJBXI0++Wv3iBmaYTSMEG17npuYvyMKsOZwGmpl2pMKBvTIXYtlTRC7WfzU6fkzCoDEsbKljRkrv6eyGik9SQKbGdEzUgvezPxP6+bmvDSz7hMUoOSLRaFqSAmJrO/yYArZEZMLKFMcXsrYSOqKDM2nZINwVt+eZW06zXPrXl39UrjOo+jCCdwCufgwQU04Baa0AIGQ3iGV3hzhPPivDsfi9aCk88cwx84nz9Dq40b</latexit>

⌦
<latexit sha1_base64="BKxXdQ+px1MKj+qr7bW3X9GVajs=">AAAB8HicbVA9SwNBEJ3zM8avqKXNYiJYhbs0WgZsLCOYD0mOsLfZJEt2947dOSEc+RU2ForY+nPs/Ddukis08cHA470ZZuZFiRQWff/b29jc2t7ZLewV9w8Oj45LJ6ctG6eG8SaLZWw6EbVcCs2bKFDyTmI4VZHk7WhyO/fbT9xYEesHnCY8VHSkxVAwik56rPRiFIrbSr9U9qv+AmSdBDkpQ45Gv/TVG8QsVVwjk9TabuAnGGbUoGCSz4q91PKEsgkd8a6jmrotYbY4eEYunTIgw9i40kgW6u+JjCprpypynYri2K56c/E/r5vi8CbMhE5S5JotFw1TSTAm8+/JQBjOUE4docwIdythY2ooQ5dR0YUQrL68Tlq1auD4fa1cr+VxFOAcLuAKAriGOtxBA5rAQMEzvMKbZ7wX7937WLZuePnMGfyB9/kDO5uP9w==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BKxXdQ+px1MKj+qr7bW3X9GVajs=">AAAB8HicbVA9SwNBEJ3zM8avqKXNYiJYhbs0WgZsLCOYD0mOsLfZJEt2947dOSEc+RU2ForY+nPs/Ddukis08cHA470ZZuZFiRQWff/b29jc2t7ZLewV9w8Oj45LJ6ctG6eG8SaLZWw6EbVcCs2bKFDyTmI4VZHk7WhyO/fbT9xYEesHnCY8VHSkxVAwik56rPRiFIrbSr9U9qv+AmSdBDkpQ45Gv/TVG8QsVVwjk9TabuAnGGbUoGCSz4q91PKEsgkd8a6jmrotYbY4eEYunTIgw9i40kgW6u+JjCprpypynYri2K56c/E/r5vi8CbMhE5S5JotFw1TSTAm8+/JQBjOUE4docwIdythY2ooQ5dR0YUQrL68Tlq1auD4fa1cr+VxFOAcLuAKAriGOtxBA5rAQMEzvMKbZ7wX7937WLZuePnMGfyB9/kDO5uP9w==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BKxXdQ+px1MKj+qr7bW3X9GVajs=">AAAB8HicbVA9SwNBEJ3zM8avqKXNYiJYhbs0WgZsLCOYD0mOsLfZJEt2947dOSEc+RU2ForY+nPs/Ddukis08cHA470ZZuZFiRQWff/b29jc2t7ZLewV9w8Oj45LJ6ctG6eG8SaLZWw6EbVcCs2bKFDyTmI4VZHk7WhyO/fbT9xYEesHnCY8VHSkxVAwik56rPRiFIrbSr9U9qv+AmSdBDkpQ45Gv/TVG8QsVVwjk9TabuAnGGbUoGCSz4q91PKEsgkd8a6jmrotYbY4eEYunTIgw9i40kgW6u+JjCprpypynYri2K56c/E/r5vi8CbMhE5S5JotFw1TSTAm8+/JQBjOUE4docwIdythY2ooQ5dR0YUQrL68Tlq1auD4fa1cr+VxFOAcLuAKAriGOtxBA5rAQMEzvMKbZ7wX7937WLZuePnMGfyB9/kDO5uP9w==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BKxXdQ+px1MKj+qr7bW3X9GVajs=">AAAB8HicbVA9SwNBEJ3zM8avqKXNYiJYhbs0WgZsLCOYD0mOsLfZJEt2947dOSEc+RU2ForY+nPs/Ddukis08cHA470ZZuZFiRQWff/b29jc2t7ZLewV9w8Oj45LJ6ctG6eG8SaLZWw6EbVcCs2bKFDyTmI4VZHk7WhyO/fbT9xYEesHnCY8VHSkxVAwik56rPRiFIrbSr9U9qv+AmSdBDkpQ45Gv/TVG8QsVVwjk9TabuAnGGbUoGCSz4q91PKEsgkd8a6jmrotYbY4eEYunTIgw9i40kgW6u+JjCprpypynYri2K56c/E/r5vi8CbMhE5S5JotFw1TSTAm8+/JQBjOUE4docwIdythY2ooQ5dR0YUQrL68Tlq1auD4fa1cr+VxFOAcLuAKAriGOtxBA5rAQMEzvMKbZ7wX7937WLZuePnMGfyB9/kDO5uP9w==</latexit>

Filters: n⇥ c⇥ k ⇥ k
<latexit sha1_base64="QcvUOuC/A9a18l9pIaEjFzMO4Rg=">AAACEHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1GXbgZb0VVJulFcFQRxWcG2QhvKZDpph04mYWYilNBHcOOruHGhiFuX7nwbJ20Ubb0w8HHOvdy5x485U9pxPq3C0vLK6lpxvbSxubW9Y+/utVSUSEKbJOKRvPWxopwJ2tRMc3obS4pDn9O2P7rI/PYdlYpF4kaPY+qFeCBYwAjWRurZx5eMa+Ofo4pAXc1CqhD5htEPVHp22ak600KL4OZQhrwaPfuj249IElKhCcdKdVwn1l6KpWaE00mpmygaYzLCA9oxKLDZ46XTgyboyCh9FETSPKHRVP09keJQqXHom84Q66Ga9zLxP6+T6ODMS5mIE00FmS0KEo50hLJ0UJ9JSjQfG8BEMvNXRIZYYpJlVDIhuPMnL0KrVnUNX9fKdSePowgHcAgn4MIp1OEKGtAEAvfwCM/wYj1YT9ar9TZrLVj5zD78Kev9C2YQm3k=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="QcvUOuC/A9a18l9pIaEjFzMO4Rg=">AAACEHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1GXbgZb0VVJulFcFQRxWcG2QhvKZDpph04mYWYilNBHcOOruHGhiFuX7nwbJ20Ubb0w8HHOvdy5x485U9pxPq3C0vLK6lpxvbSxubW9Y+/utVSUSEKbJOKRvPWxopwJ2tRMc3obS4pDn9O2P7rI/PYdlYpF4kaPY+qFeCBYwAjWRurZx5eMa+Ofo4pAXc1CqhD5htEPVHp22ak600KL4OZQhrwaPfuj249IElKhCcdKdVwn1l6KpWaE00mpmygaYzLCA9oxKLDZ46XTgyboyCh9FETSPKHRVP09keJQqXHom84Q66Ga9zLxP6+T6ODMS5mIE00FmS0KEo50hLJ0UJ9JSjQfG8BEMvNXRIZYYpJlVDIhuPMnL0KrVnUNX9fKdSePowgHcAgn4MIp1OEKGtAEAvfwCM/wYj1YT9ar9TZrLVj5zD78Kev9C2YQm3k=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="QcvUOuC/A9a18l9pIaEjFzMO4Rg=">AAACEHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1GXbgZb0VVJulFcFQRxWcG2QhvKZDpph04mYWYilNBHcOOruHGhiFuX7nwbJ20Ubb0w8HHOvdy5x485U9pxPq3C0vLK6lpxvbSxubW9Y+/utVSUSEKbJOKRvPWxopwJ2tRMc3obS4pDn9O2P7rI/PYdlYpF4kaPY+qFeCBYwAjWRurZx5eMa+Ofo4pAXc1CqhD5htEPVHp22ak600KL4OZQhrwaPfuj249IElKhCcdKdVwn1l6KpWaE00mpmygaYzLCA9oxKLDZ46XTgyboyCh9FETSPKHRVP09keJQqXHom84Q66Ga9zLxP6+T6ODMS5mIE00FmS0KEo50hLJ0UJ9JSjQfG8BEMvNXRIZYYpJlVDIhuPMnL0KrVnUNX9fKdSePowgHcAgn4MIp1OEKGtAEAvfwCM/wYj1YT9ar9TZrLVj5zD78Kev9C2YQm3k=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="QcvUOuC/A9a18l9pIaEjFzMO4Rg=">AAACEHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1GXbgZb0VVJulFcFQRxWcG2QhvKZDpph04mYWYilNBHcOOruHGhiFuX7nwbJ20Ubb0w8HHOvdy5x485U9pxPq3C0vLK6lpxvbSxubW9Y+/utVSUSEKbJOKRvPWxopwJ2tRMc3obS4pDn9O2P7rI/PYdlYpF4kaPY+qFeCBYwAjWRurZx5eMa+Ofo4pAXc1CqhD5htEPVHp22ak600KL4OZQhrwaPfuj249IElKhCcdKdVwn1l6KpWaE00mpmygaYzLCA9oxKLDZ46XTgyboyCh9FETSPKHRVP09keJQqXHom84Q66Ga9zLxP6+T6ODMS5mIE00FmS0KEo50hLJ0UJ9JSjQfG8BEMvNXRIZYYpJlVDIhuPMnL0KrVnUNX9fKdSePowgHcAgn4MIp1OEKGtAEAvfwCM/wYj1YT9ar9TZrLVj5zD78Kev9C2YQm3k=</latexit>

I Transform convolution to matrix multiplication
I Unified calculation for both convolution and fully-connected layers
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Im2col (Image2Column): Another View

1
1https://leonardoaraujosantos.gitbook.io/artificial-inteligence/machine_learning/

deep_learning/convolution_layer/making_faster10 / 31

https://leonardoaraujosantos.gitbook.io/artificial-inteligence/machine_learning/deep_learning/convolution_layer/making_faster
https://leonardoaraujosantos.gitbook.io/artificial-inteligence/machine_learning/deep_learning/convolution_layer/making_faster


SOTA 1: Memory-efficient Convolution
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I Sub matrices in the lowered matrix will be “sgemm” ed in parallel
I Smaller memory foot print, cache locality, and explicit parallelism

2Minsik Cho and Daniel Brand (2017). “MEC: memory-efficient convolution for deep neural network”. In: Proc. ICML.
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SOTA 1: Memory-efficient Convolution
Over 2× memory saving3:

• Over 2x saving
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3Minsik Cho and Daniel Brand (2017). “MEC: memory-efficient convolution for deep neural network”. In: Proc. ICML.
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Sparse Convolution

I Our DNN may be redundant, and sometimes the filters may be sparse
I Sparsity can be helpful to overcome over-fitting

⇥
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Sparse Convolution: Naive Implementation 1

*

X
w

Algorithm 1 Sparse Convlution Naive 1
1: for all w[i] do
2: if w[i] = 0 then
3: Continue;
4: end if
5: output feature map Y ← X × w[i];
6: end for

BAD implementation for Pipeline!
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Sparse Convolution: Naive Implementation 1

*

X
w

Algorithm 2 Sparse Convlution Naive 1
1: for all w[i] do
2: if w[i] = 0 then
3: Continue;
4: end if
5: output feature map Y ← X × w[i];
6: end for

BAD implementation for Pipeline!
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Sparse Matrix Representation

I CSR: Good for operation on feature maps
I CSC: Good for operation on filters
I We have better control on filters, thus usually

CSC.

⇥
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Sparse Convolution: Naive Implementation 2

wX Y

I BAD implementation for Spatial Locality!
I Poor memory access patterns
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SOTA 2: Sparse Convolution

4

4Jongsoo Park et al. (2017). “Faster CNNs with direct sparse convolutions and guided pruning”. In: Proc. ICLR.
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Discussion: Sparse-Sparse Convolution

I Sparsity is a desired property for computation acceleration. (cuSPARSE library, direct
sparse convolution, etc.)

I Sometimes not only the filters but also the input feature maps are sparse.
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Discussion: Sparse-Sparse Convolution
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1 0 0 0

2 2 1 1

2 0 1 1

2 0 1 2 2
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0

0
0
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0 00
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0 1

0 2

0 00

1

0

0 1
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0

0

0

0 0 0 0

0

1 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 2

1 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 2 0 1 1 2 0 1 2

(5th, 7th, 11th elements
are none-zero)

Offset=5

5th element

I Efficient programming implementation required; (Improve pipeline efficiency)
I When sparsity(input) = 0.9, sparsity(weight) = 0.8, more than 10× speedup;
I Some other issues:

I How to be compatible with pooling layer?
I Transform between dense & sparse formats

19 / 31



Overview

Convolution 101

GEMM

Sparse Convolution

Direct Convolution

Further Discussions

20 / 31



Direct Convolution

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9H

W

R

S Q

P

Input Activation Output ActivationWeight

C C

a b c d e

f g h i j

k l m n o

p q r s t

u v w x y
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7 8 9
R

S

C
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A B C

D E F

G H I

K

…

H

C

N

Q

P

K

N

for (n=0; n<N; n++) {
for (k=0; k<K; k++) {
for (p=0; p<P; p++) {
for (q=0; q<Q; q++) {  
OA[n][k][p][q]= 0;
for (r=0; r<R; r++) {
for (s=0; s<S; s++) {
for (c=0; c<C; c++) {
h = p * stride – pad + r;
w = q * stride – pad + s;
OA[n][k][p][q] +=

IA[n][c][h][w]
* W[k][c][r][s];

}
}

}
OA[n][k][p][q]= Activation(OA[n][k][p][q]);

}
}

}
} 
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1D Convolution Example

for(q=0; q<Q; q++){

for (s=0; s<S; s++){

OA[q] += IA[q+s] * W[s];

}

} 

Input 
Activation

Output 
ActivationWeight

a b c d e 1 2 3 A B C

W S Q

Output Stationary (OS) 
Dataflow

for (s=0; s<S; s++){

for(q=0; q<Q; q++){

OA[q] += IA[q+s] * W[s];

}

} 

Weight Stationary (WS) 
Dataflow
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Buffer Access Pattern 1: Output Stationary

Input 
Activation

Output 
ActivationWeight

a b c d e 1 2 3 A B C

W S Q

for(q=0; q<Q; q++){ // Q =9
for (s=0; s<S; s++){ // S=4

OA[q] += IA[q+s] * W[s];
}

} 

Cycle Cycle Cycle

In
de
x
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Output Stationary in 3D Convolution Scenario
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Output Stationary in 3D Convolution Scenario
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Buffer Access Pattern 2: Weight Stationary

Input 
Activation

Output 
ActivationWeight

a b c d e 1 2 3 A B C

W S Q

Cycle Cycle Cycle

for (s=0; s<S; s++){// S=4
for(q=0; q<Q; q++){// Q =9
OA[q] += IA[q+s] * W[s];

}
} 

In
de
x
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Weight Stationary in 3D Convolution Scenario
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Weight Stationary in 3D Convolution Scenario
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Dataflow

I Defines the execution order of the DNN operations in hardware
I Computation Order
I Data Movement Order

I Loop nest is a compact way to describe the execution order,
i.e., dataflow, supported in hardware.
I for: temporal for, describes the temporal execution order
I spatial_for: describes parallel execution
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Weight Stationary Dataflow

• What we had before:

1 2 3
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Input 
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for (n=0; n<N; n++) {
for (k=0; k<K; k++) {
for (p=0; p<P; p++) {

for (q=0; q<Q; q++) {  
OA[n][k][p][q]= 0;
for (r=0; r<R; r++) {

for (s=0; s<S; s++) {
for (c=0; c<C; c++) {

h = p * stride – pad + r;
w = q * stride – pad + s;
OA[n][k][p][q] +=

IA[n][c][h][w]
* W[k][c][r][s];

}
}

}
}

}
}

} 
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Weight Stationary Dataflow

• Change temporal ordering

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

H

W
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S

Input 
Activation

Output 
Activation

Weight

C
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C
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…
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a b c d e
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for (n=0; n<N; n++) {
for (r=0; r<R; r++) {
for (s=0; s<S; s++) {

for (c=0; c<C; c++) {
for (k=0; k<K; k++) {

float curr_w = W[r][s][c][k];
for (p=0; p<P; p++) {
for (q=0; q<Q; q++) {  

h = p * stride – pad + r;
w = q * stride – pad + s;
OA[n][k][p][q] +=

IA[n][c][h][w]
* curr_w;

}
}

}
}

}
}

} 
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Weight Stationary Dataflow

• Apply spatial parallelism
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for (n=0; n<N; n++) {
for (r=0; r<R; r++) {
for (s=0; s<S; s++) {

spatial_for (c=0; c<C; c++) {
spatial_for (k=0; k<K; k++) {

float curr_w = W[r][s][c][k];
for (p=0; p<P; p++) {
for (q=0; q<Q; q++) {  

h = p * stride – pad + r;
w = q * stride – pad + s;
OA[n][k][p][q] +=

IA[n][c][h][w]
* curr_w;

}
}

}
}

}
}

} 

27 / 31



Weight Stationary Dataflow

for (n=0; n<N; n++) {
for (r=0; r<R; r++) {
for (s=0; s<S; s++) {
for (c_t=0; c_t<C/16; c_t++) {
for (k_t=0; k_t<K/64; k_t++) {
spatial_for (c_s=0; c_s<16; c_s++) {
spatial_for (k_s=0; k_s<64; k_s++) {
int curr_c = c_t * 16 + c_s;
int curr_k = k_t * 64 + k_s;
float curr_w = W[r][s][curr_c][curr_k];
for (p=0; p<P; p++) {
for (q=0; q<Q; q++) {  
h = p * stride – pad + r;
w = q * stride – pad + s;
OA[n][curr_k][p][q] +=

IA[n][curr_c][h][w]
* curr_w;

}}}}
}

}
} 

• Apply temporal tiling
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Example: Halide, SIGGRAPH ’2019
I https://youtu.be/3uiEyEKji0M

I “We generate schedules for Halide programs using tree search over the space of schedules guided by a learned cost
model and optional autotuning. The cost model is trained by benchmarking thousands of randomly-generated Halide
programs and schedules. The resulting code significantly outperforms prior work and human experts.“

5
5Andrew Adams et al. (2019). “Learning to optimize halide with tree search and random programs”. In: ACM Trans. Graph.

38.4, 121:1–121:12. doi: 10.1145/3306346.3322967. url:
https://doi.org/10.1145/3306346.3322967.
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Example: FlexFlow, SysML’2019
I “The optimizer uses a MCMC search algorithm to explore the space of possible

parallelization strategies and iteratively proposes candidate strategies that are
evaluated by a execution simulator.“

6

6Zhihao Jia, Matei Zaharia, and Alex Aiken (2019). “Beyond Data and Model Parallelism for Deep Neural Networks”. In:
Proceedings of Machine Learning and Systems 2019, MLSys 2019, Stanford, CA, USA, March 31 - April 2, 2019. Ed. by
Ameet Talwalkar, Virginia Smith, and Matei Zaharia. mlsys.org. url:
https://proceedings.mlsys.org/book/265.pdf.
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Example: AutoTVM v1.0, NeurIPS ’2018

I “We learn domain-specific statistical cost models to guide the search of tensor
operator implementations over billions of possible program variants. We further
accelerate the search using effective model transfer across workloads.“

7

7Tianqi Chen et al. (2018). “Learning to Optimize Tensor Programs”. In: Advances in Neural Information Processing
Systems 31: Annual Conference on Neural Information Processing Systems 2018, NeurIPS 2018, 3-8 December 2018,
Montréal, Canada. Ed. by Samy Bengio et al., pp. 3393–3404. url:
http://papers.nips.cc/paper/7599-learning-to-optimize-tensor-programs.
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Example: Ansor: AutoTVM v2.0, arXiv
I “We present Ansor, a tensor program generation framework for deep learning

applications. Compared with existing search strategies, Ansor explores much more
optimization combinations by sampling programs from a hierarchical representation of
the search space.“

8

8Lianmin Zheng et al. (2020). “Ansor : Generating High-Performance Tensor Programs for Deep Learning”. In: CoRR
abs/2006.06762. arXiv: 2006.06762. url: https://arxiv.org/abs/2006.06762.
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