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Short summary:

[ am very glad to be one of the participants of the Karaimo Exchange Programme. [ have
experienced a lot during the two-weeks homestay, for example, feeding calves, joining the calf bidding and
eating flowing noodles. This program has not just provided a great chance for practicing Japanese, but also
broadened my horizons.

At the same time, | am very thankful to my host family. They have prepared quite a number of
activities for me such as visiting a specialised training college, having an English lesson with my father and
playing mini volleyball with my mother. I could feel their enthusiasm and they really took care of me as if

their daughter. I hope that our relationship will be breaking the boundaries and I am looking forward to
meeting them again.
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Short summary:

This is my second time participating in CUHK short-term exchange programme, since I had a great
time when I was in the Wakaayu Inukaimachi programme.

When the first time, [ received my host family information, I was very confused owing to the fact that
my trachea is quite sensitive to secondhand smoke and it may cause allergic symptoms to my respiratory
system. Therefore, | submitted a request to have a replacement of my host family.

[t was accepted and I was assigned to another family. In tradition, we had to write a letter to inform
them for arrival. However, since it was taken too much time for processing the application so my hand-
written letter will not reach the host family before I arrived. In spite of this, in order to maintain a good
manner, I choose to send an email.
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To my best effort, | have around 20-30 trials to send the email to an unintelligible string of email
address, even I registered an email address from a Japanese Email Provider, and asked the hosting
organization to confirm the email address, but none of my email are reachable into the host family’s inbox.

In the first and second day, we just had multiple long time waits, for transiting and other various
preparations. I never saw my host family in the two designated meeting events. After that, I was bought by
another homestay family, Oshikawa family, while awaiting my host family. Oshikawa family is very nice and I
am able to have a detail talk, with knowing his bibliography.

The first time we met is In the Miyazaki welcome ceremony in the third day. I actively tried to
communicate to them with Japanese, but they usually reply me with easy-to-misheard and incomprehensible
English single words. I told them it is better to speak in Japanese, but they insist to speak in their extremely
limited English.

Every day, I was told to get up at 5 am, for a morning walk. After about an hour and a half walk, I can
finally have my breakfast. Sometimes, I was bought to attend Chinese Language Classes with him, and
utilizing me as private tutor.

Often, I was bought to attend the kendo classes. Kawano Sensei is a quite kind, and he always instruct
me, a novice, with a pace that able to catch up. But my host family always scold me when I did something
incorrectly.

For the rickshaw and Obi castle tour-guiding, | am required to do the jobs 4 days. Even my body is
not feeling well, they always forbid me to have some rest. Noted that there are nearly a thousand people had
heat-stroke in that period and tens of them lead to deaths. [ was, lucky, able to endure without falling down.

Owing to the kendo classes, [ usually went to bed around 12 and woke up at 5. Once, [ was asked why
[ need to sleep, say 5 hours. The family said we only need to sleep 3 hours, and you, as a young guy, are
weaker than us? But I always saw their eyes are red and need the prescriptions for eye drops.

To conclude, I can only say, every family is quite different. Sometimes you can meet a good one, but
sometimes not.
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Short summary:

Through the short-term exchange programme, 1 was able to experience daily life of average
Japanese people, including visiting local schools, which was a precious experience as it allows you to view
Japan in a perspective very different from what you see in average vacation you spend in Japan. For instance,
through participating Japanese lessons and history lessons with the middle school students, I was able to
learn the Japanese narrative of the Second Sino-Japanese War, which was very unlike that of the Chinese
narrative by focusing on the contemporary Japanese people as victims such as in the Tokyo air raid incident.
From here, I can learn that the conflict between Japan and China over the content of history textbooks
actually arise from the different domestic narrative of history and history memory, which is a deep culture
of one nation and is hard to learn unless you take their history lessons and hear it from local people and
museums. This is what a cultural exchange can do, much more than just learning Japanese, you can
experience deep culture of the nation and live like a Japanese people. I have experienced a fruitful fortnight
during the Karaimo exchange programme and would like to encourage anyone who would like to deeply
experience Japanese culture, including contemporary culture, and make Japanese friends and family
members to join this programme.
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Short summary:

Actually, I have been studying Japanese for only one year, so my Japanese is not good enough to
make a good conversation with native Japanese. However, I don't think I will have time to join this program
next year, [ grabbed this golden opportunity to join it, which 8 of us from CUHK will be assigned to different
host family in either Kagoshima or Miyazaki for 2 weeks.

We planned to take a domestic flight from Tokyo to Kagoshima on the day after we arrived Japan, so
all of us would stay a night in the hotel near the Haneda Airport. On the next day, after having the breakfast
in the hotel, we took the shuttle bus to airport and took the flight to Kagoshima at 10:05 in the morning. We
stayed at “Ikiiki Kokubun Kouryuu Center” for one more night before meeting our okasan and otosan. We
got a chance to meet other participants from the University of Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau. We spent
time to share and chat together. We had so much fun at the drinking party.

On the next morning, I could finally meet my host family in Kagoshima! Okasan, otosan and ototo,
who has only 4 years old, had travelled for 30 minutes from home in Aira city to pick me up at the centre. |
was so nervous at the beginning because of my poor Japanese, but it was so lucky that their can speak a little
bit English. We developed our communication way in Japanese, English and body language very soon and
filled our conversation with laughers. Afterwards, I also met my two younger sister, who was studying in
junior high school and high school respectively. They were a little bit shy but we chatted and became closer
very soon.
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My otosan is a employee in a company and my okasan is a housewife and a private tutor which
managed her own tutoring business in a classroom at home nearly every night. She is an amateur cooking
teacher as well, so she is really good at cooking and I enjoyed having all the meals prepared by her. Every
day, what I need to do was to take ototo to kindergarten with okasan and help her to finish the housework.
Then, we would have meeting with her friends or do some shopping at the supermarket and prepare works
for the tutorial class at night.

Although my life in my host family repeated all the time, I enjoyed it so much because it felt like I
was living as a native Japanese. Besides, my family was very willing to talk to me even though my Japanese
was poor. They claimed it as cute and funny, they would correct my wrong pronunciation or gramma
structure as well. My Japanese became better and better too!

For me, a trip with only 14-days is too short. Up to this moment, I am still missing all of them so
much since they treated me so nicely and well. On the day I left, they told me to visit them again because
they are my family members in Kagoshima and Kagoshima is always my home. It really touches me and I
know we will be reunited one day very soon.

18



5. 557k CHEUNG WING LAM

REAMEXASHSE —REFERSHE, ERRGE NG, BRERLE, 5EREE,
RAERER A ARBED, THEER AT OESE, MHARMEE P CHBEMBR, FOLKT 5
L&AV, EMBRMS I BRE S, ERERRE, RIOSG L EEEALBEELERE. LG,
RARFEZAMBANEEOBXMLE, EHA, ARBE LY R, BNERELIERE. BRE, &
W RRBMNERN, AMERREERER., HOEAARR, KENTRFREAFEATOE, BRAS
RIE. EHEAMAET— R0k, SmABNET—RHCERG, BEWL, EALAKBERRME—K
FENER,

MASEBRIRE, RMARTHERELRNEE, TEXHP [BESREE] WERY, W
RTHEENMS. FRNAEE, LERELFELME, DOBBARERN TR, BAEELNNELER
EWATER - FEAREEARA. €1, BA—ff Lo HRNE, TELARARMBRET 4 48B4
BB R 2 AT esk T i A (s TR R %) BB 3k T8 Danc)

1l m .'; e _ . *-

B 2: By ELmASEL L

pan

ZH, RMEAEFEREECT, BB RMEHOTRTH.

—. BAZR
BRI ARG, AR AL, GEMARUEL SRR AT EYONE, €
A A R R, T A B

ek . N | e

3: Tege F ok J5 18 1% B 4: s 8wl R & R R

KRURERMEENITET XA EARESETASEFERNEZ»Ls VLR RS 487, =@
REBFHNEEAREFTETXALE, EVEEALZTHE —K, BTH_EREERET — 42 H 80
XERE—HESHENBRALEERESESA, T2HT [BA»s VEXRELERIZTTEITAEG]

TEREEG L, R m AR EE—Ken 2 Debbie, M T AL TR EEWEL, FHn: FEE (I
KRR MEFPXELEEBNBG 4. RaALERB ALT (Assistant Language Teacher) ) Meredith
Self #Fi%., ReFEAMMAF XERNEHNELS, EFURELERA T ELRN (FB) FENFXERERN
WHERNEZEZ RTFX, THAEEZEXHNELARAEZENRMERNE. EHTAEBEAGL—X, f
FIAENERE D F XREZEAT, RALFLEZAIRRAE W EHEAT,

EERARRT, REFADALeHReNTEREE, ®¥Ee £ Al REERR e, RTHUAE,
EEWMEHT, RELBETIXTENEERKAFTKEE NG, FRAERREALKNE S, ZHRERHR
EREZRAHALZR, REAMPHIBAAGTEFOARERAES, FLEME, RBESWHER [ AT ES

19



MueZHE] . [RRBEAINEMRTI? | FHE. 74, A RAZRMARFTHEE. BAEE,
iz ey A — LR LW RTAE, #w: FORE, HeFhkie. BERGERXLIBAAIR A
PEHREFEAMET R, ERRAF/ESBAEZFALTA. EEBANRAT, REKARMAEETHAFEA
BHHERHREME, FRTEHE ﬁ%w%%ﬁ%%i@%%ﬁ#%

= XAXR

EWEMRRET, RETHFLEX IR, ETaHF
Ko, LERAKEELEERERXK, TR 77 F
v 7 (Ground Golf) . K75 4 K — KN (Bodyboard, R # &)
FEFEBAERENES,

ML R E g EE S, REZRZE, EXREX
wEW[HA
BAKE®H] F
B EHE
Btz e, K, fLHEMKH LT, RARZIETH
(8] . W TR EHE, EEHMA, BAH —F—HHE
RHE,

pes HUKE AR, HRHRBZEWAL 8], 2K
b SmANFEEAEARSY, MEALKEBERLKE, A
O s ok, BARTE SR, B, HHEE R
o BAMBE, £ER, FEH— ARG RETE, bR RN
- N G E. FEABEAAENETAEOMUEESMAL. B
 HIE DREFRIREL] BHE AHEREANARHERATEBBIRNEL, LERTEIKT
HAEAHERA (WE) WFE— [HES44] . RA, DANEY, SHRLEERSR, BEEFE,
B, AZFAREER,

i

=, BB, HEXR

BT AR BRI, KeETHANREEMANEERR. ATELH I ATEENY LHT
ZEATERORR. OAREMERAYEREEEAENAREM A RBENR . URTEN R AF,
EENTRE, THEIAABRFEETRETA. ILERENE L, MARKREZACEFECHEL. AR,
MEXER KB, A4, EREHERE, MIAMLEaRAEILFE, 2RNEMTRRE. REXEF
WE, EXFRRERKKENN . ESHITELAGSETHW—EEAD, ERHAE—AFTEMA, HHEER
W E PR, RN RESLET BRE [AFKR] , BHENEERTS, RORSHRERT
HESR. mAMBENTIREE KRR, [ARKR] EANEKR. SRNBRETRRENT DBNHET
ZE, MARXAAEEROEHERER IR ACEGRRBEN T, FROARUGEREELHMHNERZ —,

FHRE HARANK TR EZNE, Rz, BRBHAK [AF
| Mg, KR EHEER —RELHEH— @@ﬁﬁ%%mﬁi%M@ﬁkﬁo
WHREREWFRN— 27 N - TV 7 ke, ERHENGE LTS 27
YR -INT, EREEREEH, BENEE. B, RESK, IF

INEREFHEL S ERNGETHMERA K (REED , MAGKERK
CRAMMPEXERENE L, BATE, ELZREYEEELHLEFTAZ
=, BAHCHEXREE L4 FE T 8BF., REGEEEAMEETL2F
BR, THERERTENEGHREBEL GG LS 2E, TeFELLAHE£H
HEARKE,

20



. ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&
RETHAET, TRIRETHARREFL. KEEZRXAEETAIURS [Bk] ZFHREH.
W%E%% + TR BLAH L B AT AU MR B AR, W R EA R L= +

ﬁo%zﬁ% HRE o FEE, ZKXEM, EHMAMEAMEC TR, FARBATREK. KA. S FL

Wy AR, TR AR o AR, %%E%%Qﬁﬁﬁ%k%ﬁﬁ@%%o

. k B9 AAETEEAEEE
STETHERRE SR W HLEE, TEBARRY, EREAETHH T, Wl EHW TR HEH
%%uﬁ EHFEET, TEFERRNAANXE, ERRBEHMERNEEE. EFE, TP ABRABEK
AEETE. BUBHERNEAERSREMET RN EE, 2R E—ZENASEER TN
W%ﬁﬁ MBI R EE T
%, SHXTHREERZFUAWE AT, RRAGYEEPMGERLLTON—R., KEHHEAS
FS A [ﬁ&ﬁmmmﬁiﬁ%@%%Fkk%%?Jﬁ&ﬁéhmﬁﬁﬁm %#%KE%%%&%T
—BEREE, EX2RELeAEE [RRE] WEEFE, EEFET 28REYR, T2HNEESR TRRK
%%\@o%ﬁ#ﬁ%kﬁiﬁﬂ$%%ﬁmﬁ BRI REGERALTAT. EHETEHK., BEE AR
i, GEAETHRANRDE FHEEEERMAKE L.

I, #
BRORARBEZTRBMANTEER. BARVRALECECTHE XK T RERTENEHNE
ﬁ%iﬁ,@ﬁiﬁﬁ%,&%ﬁ%%kﬁa%%@k+ﬁ%§oEﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%i%,&%%ﬁ&%%a
B 5|40 P IE 0B BE R B B, i%ﬁﬁ%%MT%ﬁﬁ#mT%%ﬁ MAFEAER S AfE & S AHEE
m,%uﬁﬁkﬁ ERENFIR, CRABEFETENMA. B, MAHKTIRE, RREAE
AT HANZAGRSE . FUBRRERE, RAN+TL TR, EREGKMA-—LEEL. AeRAfEH, &
RAFREA: [RRTk, BrpEMZMaEE T BERE. |

Short summary:

[t was my pleasure to join in the Karaimo homestay program and I enjoyed my stay very much. Not
only my Japanese skill was brushed up, and my understanding towards Japan was deepened, but a close
bond was also formed between me and my host family during this two-week stay.

There are many precious experiences during my stay. I have tried modern sports like bodyboard
surfing and ground golf, and practiced traditional arts like Ikebana and Japanese tea ceremony. I would say
all these new challenges help expand my understanding towards Japanese traditional culture and its
modern society. Bodyboard surfing taught me how enjoyable a summer in Shibushi was while Japanese tea
ceremony showed me what the keystone of Japanese culture is. When I first experienced Japanese tea
ceremony, [ was moved by the spirit of deference showed in every procedure the teacher practiced. I was
once told by my host family that Japanese sincerely believed everything and every person in this world has
its divinity. Through the practice of Japanese tea ceremony, I can really tell how this belief deeply rooted in
Japanese traditional arts and culture. All the prescripts, from the way the tea bowl should be served to how
the room being decorated, are showing respect to the guest, the tea bowl maker and the nature. Without
doubt, I now learn a new perspective in appreciating Japanese traditional arts.
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Apart from the experiences mentioned, I also enjoyed the time spent with my host family. I was
very glad to join the Imamura family in this two weeks. They not only taught me a lot of Japanese
vocabularies and unique expressions, in which many of them are related to daily life and may not be learnt
from textbooks, but also took care of me like my real family. My parents often listen to me patiently and
help solve the difficulty I encountered relating to Japanese learning. Their three children, who are nice and
energetic, helped swept away my nervousness in my first day. To me, Imamura family is a home away from
home. I would surely love to visit them again when the time comes.

This two-week exchange is a precious experience to me. I would never forget all the warm smiles
gave and encouraging words said by people I met, the starry night me and my family enjoyed and every
moment [ spent in this trip.
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BAWE L ERAEHE, EFLHEEBRTRTEL. DANBEEETETR, HEGHEART
Sk ARCHW. MAEPIEANNTEXRREETZ AN S L, fPIHEEFMERA, RBETE  KRRH,
FEXIAMEL, L AMEEENATLMAE (RE) , TH-—VHHNEZ. AESWTEREE €,
FERXENHERLEa T - LEEIHE, THF—TWHEER. DAL eW T LU +oH#%, EBRE
BEBMNBER T E L HERETE,

BFREXAEBRRAEZ KT o BEGNER, RNWEXRIFESHE, BELZ P 0H LY, T
FERWRAERIADAXMAMZELE. REDAREHEANNETHR —— B TR, AAETEHRREFD
Bo AN, BERMAANEREATHREN, ZHT AP EHERM, BRETAERT TP RE 8 B mEE
REBWAK, RENSGE. ANFLEFTEREMEMRAEEHHEN—H!

Short summary:

[ have a very wonderful time during the two weeks exchange program. I have experienced the daily
life of Japanese which you can never experience when travelling to Japan as a tourist. I have met my host
family, Zushi, it is a six people family with father, mother and four children in Miyazaki.

[ am very honored to be able to join in their family and life, during the stay, we exchanged a lot of
differences between Hong Kong and Japan. Among the differences, the Japanese were very surprised by the
culture of taking shower in Hong Kong. In Japan, they usually take shower or bath with family members but
we seldom do it in Hong Kong. I had a chance to visit Japan primary school and kindergarten as well. The
education system in Japan has trained the children to be self-discipline and considerate, they have to clean
the classroom and toilet themselves, but students in Hong Kong just spend all their time in studying. | was
also able to try working in a café, and go to some local events with the local Japanese. All these experiences
were very valuable and helped me to understand the Japanese culture well.

[ have enjoyed these two weeks in Miyazaki very much, it is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for me,
sincere thanks must be sent to my host family and the organizer of the exchange program. I have a
irreplaceable family in Japan now, I have also made some very good friends with other exchange students, |
hope that I can establish a long-lasting relationship with the people I met in Miyazaki and meet them again!
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BFLEMBRIAZTHERELR. BRORETOREY, METUERHMFRIIKERRET 2K
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Short summary:

Karaimo homestay program is a great opportunity to experience the native Japanese culture. I tried
so many activities that I had never thought. For instance, body board (taught by shinji), wine learning
(taught by miyada) and farming (unfortunately I forget the name). This is an unforgettable experience in my
life.

This is the second time I assigned to be group leader. Luckily, I need to do nothing in the trip,
including giving a speech. Compare to the previous trip in Japan, I feel more comfortable and I can speak
more Japanese. Thanks to all the Japanese teachers during my CUHK studying.

My host is Nishioka family, which includes father and mother. They are not traditional at all, but
very international. Their children are all over the world and they have so many experiences traveling and
working in other countries. In the meantime, they eat no rice and only a few vegetables. In addition, they
neither eat breakfast nor lunch. They eat meats and drink wine and beer and sake at night. Most importantly,
they are really nice and caring.

In conclusion, Karaimo homestay program is very worth to join. I experienced so much Japanese
culture. Furthermore, I meet many friends in shibushi. I feel like having one more family in Japan. I will
definitely come to visit shibushi again.
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Short summary:

Karaimo homestay programme was the most precious experience in my life. In two weeks, I met
lots of friends, experienced a lot and grown into a better me.

Before the trip, I felt nervous as I just knew basic Japanese. I also did not know much about
Japanese culture. I was not sure if I could adapt the lifestyle in Japan. However, [ soon came to know that I
was just worrying too much. My life in Japan was fun and relaxing!

[ have been assigned to the host family called Komikawa. My dad was a correspondent of Minami-
Nippon Shimbun. My mum was from Shenzhen and she knew some Cantonese. They had a 9-year-old
daughter and a small dog called Lily. They live in Shibushi city, which is a relatively less developed city in
Japan. I really appreciated the beauty of nature there. Also, citizens had close relationship with each other.
They loved sharing and were all friendly. Shibushi was really a lovely place.

Life with my host family was enjoyable. I did housework everyday, like vacuum cleaning and
hanging wet laundry. Also, 1 walked Lily everyday with mum. I enjoyed the fresh air and beautiful
environment during dog walking. | sometimes helped doing the work in dad’s office, too. Mum always
cooked tasty food for our dinner. It was not totally Japanese food, but also Chinese and western food.
During dinnertime, they told me many about others living in Shibushi. They ate in a very relaxing way and
enjoyed communication with me.

There were many interesting activities during the two weeks. I tried bodyboarding the first time. It
was not as difficult as I thought, and was extremely fun! [ also went fishing, farming and swimming with
friends and family. Everyday was like a new adventure. | went to a kindergarten and told the kids about
Hong Kong. They responded eagerly and were really energetic. I enjoyed the time playing with them.

What's more, [ experienced many Japanese traditional activities. I tried ikebana with the help of the
teacher. My work was satisfying and I displayed it at home. [ also watched Japanese tea ceremony
performance and tried it by myself. It was very complicated and needed great skill. [ even tried making
“washi”, the Japanese style paper, by my own. However, it was too difficult and I kept failing. I brought the
final product, which was acceptable, to Hong Kong. I really appreciate the beauty of Japanese arts. They are
interesting and deep.

At the final night of the trip, | went to join a matsuri (Japanese festival). [ wore a pretty yukata with
the help of mum’s friend. There were booths selling different kinds of Japanese food and games like goldfish
scooping. It was bustling and I had a great time there.

This homestay programme has been my best experience ever. People I met were friendly and the
activities I joined were enjoyable. [ will never forget the time [ spent with my family and friends. Those are
the most precious memories for me. [ am looking forward to visiting my host family again!
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