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Centre for Hong Kong Studies

The Centre for Hong Kong Studies was established in September 1982
as a result of a reorganization of research activities under the auspices of the
Institute of Social Studies (formerly the Institute of Social Studies and the
Humanities), The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The Centre, with a
concentration of resources and manpower, is primarily charged with the task of
developing and coordinating research on Hong Kong. The priority is on projects
of an interdisciplinary nature, which can enhance the understanding of Hong
Kong in its social, economic, political, cultural, and historical aspects.

The Centre pays equal attention to the theoretical and practical facets of
Hong Kong studies. Through a multitude of channels — publications, workshops,
symposia, and forums — the Centre disseminates research findings on Hong
Kong and promotes exchanges with individuals and organizations outside the
University.

Outside academicians, researchers, and policymakers who are interested in
Hong Kong studies can beome affiliated with the Centre and work independently
or in collaboration with researchers in the University.
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Gender Roles as Defined in Current Social Studies Subjects
Textbooks at the Junior Secondary Level in Hong Kong

by
Hung-kay LUK and Lai-ling LAI YAU

(Abstract)

This study analyses two widely adopted sets of textbooks for
Hong Kong junior secondary schools: one for Chinese History, and the
other for Social Srtudies, in order to investigate the images they convey
to students of gender roles in the Chinese tradition and in contemporary
Hong Kong. Characters and/or events described in the texts, notes,
and illustrations of the textbooks were divided into six-categories:

(1) male-active, (b) male-passive, (c) female-active, (4) female-passive,
(5) neuter-active and (5) neuter-passive.

It is found that the Chinese History textbooks devoted only 1/30
of its content to females, who were portrayed as subservient, passive,
confined, or as temptresses.The Social Studies textbooks, on the other
hand, devoted approximately 1/3 of its content dealing with human
society to females. The images of women, while more open and dignified
than those in the history textbooks, are still subservient and confined.

It is shown that the images of the textbooks do not accurately
reflect what is known about Chinese History or about contemporary Hong

Kong society.
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