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Lecture by Henan Official
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r. Xu Guangchun,
MSecretary of the Henan
Provincial Committee, hosted
a public lecture at CUHK on
‘History of Henan Province—A
Perspective on the Relationship
between Culture and Economy’
on 19 February. Prof. Lawrence J.
Lau, Vice-Chancellor, delivered

the welcoming speech.

In the lecture, Mr. Xu gave an account of Henan’s history
and its rapid development in the past few decades. He
also analysed the relationship between culture and
economic development of the province. The talk was
attended by an audience of over 200, including senior
government officials, politicians, entrepreneurs, scholars,

and students.

Mr. Xu has written a large number of articles

and books on journalism and the history
of Henan Province. He is also a part-time
professor of Peking University, Remin
University of China, and Communication

University of China. 4
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CAS Academicians Visit CUHK
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Q delegation led by Prof. Li Jiayang (11th left), Vice-

President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS),
visited the Chinese University from 23 to 28 February
under the ‘Academicians Visitorship Programme’ to learn
about the latest developments in medicine and bioscience
at CUHK and to exchange ideas through lectures,

discussions and laboratory visits.

The delegation is composed of six academicians
including Prof. Li Jiayang, Prof. Wang Enduo (10th right,
principal investigator, Institute of Biochemistry and Cell
Biology, Shanghai Institutes for Biological Sciences, CAS),
Prof. Deng Zixin (8th right, dean, School of Life Science
and Biotechnology, Shanghai Jiao Tong University),
Prof. Zhao Jindong (5th left, Institute of

Hydrobiology, CAS), Prof. Meng Anming (6th right,

director,

director, Institute of Zoology, CAS), and Prof. Wu Weihua
(6th left, director, State Key Laboratory of Plant Physiology

and Biochemistry, China Agricultural University and
director, Life Science Division, National Natural Science
Foundation of China), and Mr. Zhang Xinggen (1st right,
director, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan Affairs Office,

CAS).

On 24 February, the academicians delivered a series
of lectures, attracting an audience of over a hundred,
including staff, students, alumni, and members of the

public.

The Chinese University launched the ‘Academicians
Visitorship Programme’ in January 2008. Five to six CAS
academicians are invited to visit the University each
year to forge academic exchange between CUHK and
research institutes under CAS. It is hoped that through
this project, CUHK can establish closer links with CAS
academicians to enhance the quality of the University’s

research output. £
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New University-wide Student Information System
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n view of the 3+3+4 education reform and the
I academic and challenges ahead, the University
has decided to implement a new Chinese University
Student Information System (CUSIS). Officiated by Prof.
Ching Pak-chung, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and chairman of
the Steering Committee on the Development of CUSIS,
the kick-off briefing was held on 27 February. On the
same occasion, Mr. Philip Leung, director of ITSC and
CUSIS project director, and the project management
team gave an account of the timeline and scope of
the project. About 80 senior officers of the University
and representatives of administrative units and faculty

offices attended the event.

Since the beginning of this year, the University has
partnered with IBM Global Business Services to
implement the CUSIS based on the proven Oracle
software, PeopleSoft Campus Solutions, which has
been widely adopted by leading universities around
the world. The duration of the project is estimated to
be around 20 months. The system is expected to go

live in the summer of 2010.

Prof. Ching emphasized the strategic importance of the
CUSIS Project to the University. ‘Students today are more
global and mobile in nature. The new system will allow
students’ access to university services anytime, anywhere
and at their own pace, thus enhancing services as well
as their learning experience. In addition, the system will
help us develop a strong link between the University,

students and alumni.’

In the last two months, the project team finalized
the details of the work plan. Key users also attended
foundation training sessions on the Campus Solutions
software and gave positive feedback. The CUSIS Project
is now in the design stage. More in-depth discussion
and confirmation of the business requirements are
expected in the coming months to help form the
blueprint for the final solution. Development and
mock data conversion of CUSIS will be underway from
July to late October. Further updates will be provided
to the University’s community once the project enters
into the testing stage, which is tentatively scheduled
for November 2009. £
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Online Interactive Drug Information Platform
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ﬁ new online
interactive drug

VL & b i o F enquiry system called

Sections under AMPOULE include:

e ‘Ask My Pharmacist!’—An innovation by the School of

i Pharmacy. People can enquire about the ingredients of
*ETF*;”T‘J&K%EMEW%/T—\’K/%'_'ﬁﬁﬁ 27 /5'1‘% £ AMPOULE  (Ask My drugs, proper usage and storage methods, as well as
MRELE TR FXR (15 B (e Egen o English Pharmacist!—Online possible side effects and drug safety issues concerning
A BT R A0/ 58 - 1o REVEE AR (Mt R i University-Led drug pregnant and nursing women, and chronic patients.
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www.pharmacy.cuhk.edu.hk/ampoule/

School of Pharmacy
on 19 February.
Through AMPOULE, pharmacists in the school will
to drug-related

provide personalized suggestions

queries by the Hong Kong public.

Studies by the School of Pharmacy indicate a

general lack of drug-related knowledge in Hong
Kong. The school aims at enhancing communication
between pharmacists and the general public through
AMPOULE, thereby improving public awareness of

proper medication use and drug safety.

After receiving enquiries, pharmacists will reply with

personalized solutions within a week by email or

phone.
e ‘Health Information’—Providing the latest health
information.

e ‘Tips in Drug Use'—Introducing proper ways of
administering different drugs.

¢ ‘New Medicines’—Information on new or experimental
drugs.

leaflets in PDF

e '‘Downloads’—Health information

format.

It should be noted that AMPOULE is a drug enquiry
platform for educational purpose only. Patients are

recommended to seek medical advice on illnesses. B
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Workstation for Earthquake Relief in Sichuan
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To facilitate earthquake relief work in Sichuan, the
School of Public Health established partnerships with
the Department of Anthropology of Sun Yat-sen University,

2=

Sichuan Institute of Nationality Studies, the Ethnic and
Religious Affairs Bureau of Pingwu County in Sichuan,
and the Hong Kong Concordia Welfare and Education
Foundation to launch a workstation in the town of Nanba

in Pingwu county, Sichuan on 22 December 2008.

Nanba has been severely affected by the earthquake. The
missions of the workstation are to provide collaborative
disaster relief services and to conduct research studies
assessing victims’ needs, physical and mental health
conditions and their utilization of health services. The
workstation is strongly supported by local officials and
staffed with two workers staying in Nanba for a period of

three years.

Prof. Joseph Lau, director of the Centre for Health

Behaviours Research of the School of Public Health,
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Prof. Joseph Lau (4th left, back row) and representatives of the
partners in front of the workstation

visited Nanba to officiate the station’s opening ceremony.
The launch of the workstation signifies our commitment

to the well-being of disaster survivors. [

Vice-Chancellor Visits Peking University
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rof. Lawrence J. Lau (left, seated), Vice-Chancellor,
Pand Prof. Sun Sai-ming Samuel (3rd left, back row),
Master-Designate of S.H. Ho College, visited Peking
University on 23 February. They signed agreements for
student exchange with Prof. Zhou Qifeng (right, seated),
President of Peking University, and Prof. Lu Xiaodong (1st
right, back row) of Yuanpei College.

CUHK has had a general collaborative agreement
with Peking University since 1985 and a student
exchange agreement since 2003. During the visit,
the two universities renewed the memorandum of
understanding on student exchange. An agreement for
student exchange was also signed between Yuanpei
College and S.H. Ho College. [
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