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On the Sound Values of the Zhi Group in Division III and
Zhang Group Initials in Some Hakka Dialects, and the

Initial-Final Combinations of *[si]in the MC Reconstruction

Bo Wan' and Chusheng Zhuang"

The Chinese University of Hong Kong', Sun-Yat-Sen University"

Abstract

In the Hakka varieties of Dapu “AJfff , Xingning Bi5 and Wuhua 713 , the present readings
of the Middle Chinese (MC) Zhi %1 Group in Division Il and Zhang Z Group initials have
been usually recorded as [tg, tsh, s]. The initial-final combinations of [tsi, ts"i, si] were even
reported in some varieties. Based on the phonetic analysis of thirteen Hakka varieties in
eastern Guangdong, this paper finds that the sound values of these initials are in fact [tf 4" *f],
with only one exception of Dapu Gaopi dialect, in which the present readings of the initials
in discussion in the ZAi Group [F1 are obvious retroflex. Furthermore, this paper discusses

the reasonableness of the initial-final combinations [*tsi, *ts‘, *si] of the MC reconstruction.

Keywords

Hakka dialects in eastern Guangdong Province, the MC Zhi Group in Division III and

Zhang Group initials, retroflex, palate-alveolar, MC reconstruction



