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Another Look at the Pronunciation of the Ri Initial

Chow-Y1u Sin

Hong Kong Nang Yan College of Higher Education

Abstract

Much has been speculated on the phonetic value of the »i ( H ) initial, and this confusion
comes with a good reason — the initial’s modern reflections in Chinese dialects and
Sinoxenic pronunciations range from[z], [z], [dz], [dz], [n], [n], [9], [n], [11, [V], [j], [A],
[g] to null. T previously held the view that the reconstructed value of [1z] best explains
these variations. Now I still believe the i initial went through a [nz] stage, but agree that
such a pronunciation was perhaps unknown to Song ( 78 ) dynasty phoneticians; rather, the
pronunciation they described was most likely a voiced post-aveolo-flap with frication [z],
as argued by Ye Mugeng ( ZEVRHF ).
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