Bachelor of Science in Gerontology Programme

PROGRAMME DESCRIPTION

The Bachelor of Science in Gerontology Programme (BScG) is a two-year full-time credit-based
articulated honours programme offered in response to the expanding ageing population and the
associated aged care workforce shortage in Hong Kong. Funded by the University Grants Committee,
the programme is designed to provide students possessing an associate degree or a higher diploma in
health sciences, social sciences, psychology and counseling, human and life sciences, Chinese
medicine, or other fields with a strong foundation in gerontology. Through this programme, students will
be equipped with a full scope of knowledge and skills in planning, delivering and coordinating aged care
services in a wide variety of health and social care settings.

PROGRAMME OUTLINE*

The curriculum normally extends over two academic years consisting of four study terms. Students are
required to fulfil the Major Requirements (51-54 units) and the University Core Flequiremems“ as well as
complete other electives, with the actual number of units to be taken depending on their sub-degree
qualifications.

Major Requirements and Allocation of Credit Units
YeAR 1 YEAR 2

Understanding of Health and Social Care Issues Integrated Care and Evidence-based Practice
Ageing, Health and Society (3 units) Death, Dying and End-of-life Care (2 units)
Basic Care in Gerontology (4 units) Gerontological Practicum (12 units)

Term 1 Family and Informal Care in Ageing (2 units)

Promoting Successful Ageing: Individual and Societal
Perspectives (3 units)
Psychology in Ageing: Theories and Application (3 units)
Chronic Disease Management in Ageing (3 units)
Dementia: Prevention and Management (3 units)

Health and Social Care Policy in Ageing (3 Units)

Innovations and Evidence-based Practice for Aged

Care Services (3 units)

Term2 Aged Care Service Planning and Delivery Models (5 units) Leadership and Management in Aged Care Services
(3 units)

One elective course (3 units)

- Complementary and Alternative Medicine

- Infectious Diseases and Their Control

- Student Exchange Programme

Ethical, Legal and Financial Issues in Ageing (2 units)

" Subject to change
University Core Requirements: English Language (2-5 units), General Education (8-9 units), and Physical Education (1 unit)

ADVANTAGES OF STUDYING AT THE NETHERSOLE SCHOOL OF NURSING, FACULTY OF
MEebicINE, CUHK

+ Obtaining an undergraduate qualification in gerontology from an internationally renowned university;
Studying in a well-established school of nursing with national and international links;

Studying in a friendly and stimulating environment with the support of helpful academic staff;
Engaging in a vibrant university and college life, with various social and academic activities;

Participating in exchange pi to different cultures and grow as
independent individuals;
A variety of scholarships and awards are available to provide incentives for excellence.

SPECIAL FEATURES
of Theory and Practice: Strong theoretical and practical components in gerontology covering

health and social care needs of older people, aged care service planning, innovative care delivery models,

human service delivery and administration, and health and social policies in ageing.

Multi-disciplinary Teaching Team: A teaching team comprising academic staff and professionals with

expertise in nursing, social work, psychology, human sociology, clinical geriatrics and gerontology, human

service management and administration.

i Learning: Extensive out-of-classroom learning opportunities are available, in
particular the gerontological practicum which is an integral part of the programme for students to transfer
theoretical knowledge into practice in various settings:

+ District-based elderly community centres

+ Neighbourhood elderly centres

* Home care services

+ Day care centres
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CAREER PROSPECTS AND FURTHER STUDIES
Graduates can pursue a career in a wide range of social and health care
1 settings providing active ageing and long-term care services. They can
s start their career as a multi-skilled practitioner in gerontological care and
take up key roles in coordinating inter-disciplinary care, planning and
implementing evidence-based care models (such as care management,
empowerment programme, telecare, and transitional care), and
performing service administration, evaluation and reengineering. They
can also be advanced to higher management levels after accumulating
A adequate work experience.
Graduates with good academic results can pursue postgraduate studies in various disciplines, such as master’s
programme in public health, health service management, rehabilitative sciences, nursing, or social work.

+ Rehabilitation units

« Geriatric outreach teams
* Residential care homes

+ Related social enterprises

GRADUATES’ EMPLOYMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT

Majority of the graduates joined the aged care field as project officer,
project coordinator or aged service coordinator, or joined academic
institutions as research staff. The employers were impressed by their
strong abilities in critically analysing the current aged care policies and
understanding the needs of the third age citizens, which are very
important for strategic service planning and cross-disciplinary
coordination. A number of BScG graduates received awards such as
“New Employee Excellence Award”, “Employee Excellence Award” and
“Hong Kong Social Enterprise Outstanding Employee Award”, and won
prizes in social venture startup competitions.
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Applicants shall be eligible to apply for
admission if they:

+ have successfully completed a local course
of study leading to the qualification of
associate degree/ higher diploma; and

have attained an acceptable level of
proficiency in English and Chinese
languages.

Applications for admission are centrally
handled by the Office of Admissions and
Financial Aid of The Chinese University of
Hong Kong (http://www.oafa.cuhk.edu.hk/)
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For general enquiries about the Bachelor of Science in Gerontology Programme, please contact:
The Nethersole School of Nursing

Faculty of Medicine

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Telephone:  (852) 3943 9926

Fax: (852) 2603 6041
Homepage: http://www.nur.cuhk.edu.hk
Email: bscg@nur.cuhk.edu.hk
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