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The circus is back in
town, and this time it's a
home-grown affair

by Stanley Lam, Jessica Li &
Howard Yang
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y n a Sunday afternoon, a gl;oup 'equestrlin performances in 18th -cen--
of primary school children in- Tury England.
. PE uniforms are gathered in. “In Hong Kong, the golden age of
5 the Tar Kok Tsui Sports Centre with - the circus started in —the19505/when .
1 parents. They are not here for there were limited forms of mass en- = -
-_'(f}asses or even a schoo].isyoi'fs tertalr}rnent The circus was popular

ence }};w under the Joint School C1r— \,;s wete-relatlvely affordable. S
cus Sd)eme organised by Hong Kong - One of the best-known ciruses -
( us, the city’s only local circus: R -,Was.‘the Sheng Changfu Circus, whlch
boy looks around and: aslgs was made up exclusively of ethnic
%;%irformances there will b‘:'H@,g 'Chinese performers and which h%u‘l/(‘it_i
- 2 does not have to wait long to ﬁnd out.. “from fSl-ngapore and Malaya. The cir- = = =
a‘r‘é' ~cus perfe:rmed in the now demol;shed_"j :
t&Amusement Park. ‘
cal audiences, Sheng Cha'ég

cular aerial dancing dlspi@. fu was a new and exc1t1ng'°é)§
! ough-t-he circus can trp
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O A .~ But as more recreation activities ~although some of the performers-are . f - S
el e, became available and local teIeV151on , from overseas countries such as ]apan . o
- ~ LS - ~

_ arrived, the circus began to lose itsap- and Spain.

peal- Even the Sheng Changfu Clrcus Co-founder Margaret Ho H1u—

V\Zas disbanded. nam. is-a graduate from the Hong = -

“The circus had to evolve in order to Kong Academy for Performing Arts

_survive! The establishment of Cquue ‘whe uised t0 work as a full-time per- :

du SoTell in Canada in the 1980s rev- - formance artist at Hong Kong Dis- =,

"' olutlomsed the idea of what -a:circus. neyland. Ho, 29, says there are vari- * =
DR could be. The performing animals . ous juggling and acrobatics groups in

- “were dispensed with and the shows* 'Hong Kong and they wanted a plat--

put more focus on the aesthetic con= - 'form where artists and performers = S
Ft "‘-v‘ tent and a character-driven narrative. could meet up and perform toge’ther :
. o 2 . -approach. : . That gave her the idea to set up Hong - %
Bt “"fﬁi [contemporary] circuses add Kong Circus. G BN
% g;m a variety of elements such asmusis - ‘The lourney has not been ent1rely <
cal, drama and lighting effects;* s‘ays - sm.ooth “The lack of favourable ven-- s MR

fVe‘nusWong, the director of a pubhc— -v vpes .rszt_he blggest problem we.are fac—

\Blrd,ihouse Factory in Hong Kong.. .,' us—HK‘$600 per hour. I am confused as P i
it ’Like these contemporary ' circus. to- whyxthe government doesn’t: )supm I,
companles from the west, Hong Kong port us” &
Apar.t~ from the venue issues, safety :

in 2012, Hong Kong Clnc%‘rs “the 'deve}opment of the circus in H
ngij first and only local} c1rcus, ] “Kong. -
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“Actually all sports can be danger—
ous, says Ho, “but circuses give’ peoﬁ, .
> pIe the 1mpress1on of being very dan- = BN
- gerous” : 3 .{ SEiNaS
-»»,: s \Ho says most injuries that arlse~ w1
front circus acts can be recovered >
4 from ‘quickly, and that circus arts are
, “a less”dangerous activity than takmg‘ ;
_part in ball games and dancrng She- s ; Ll
P hopes the government will come to = ' -
. ,; . realise this and give more suppor’t to_'.' R
o « circus development. " AL N £
& 3 Cooperatron with schools is-one- ““Circis arts are not solely about - |
‘way. o educate the public about circus * learmng to be a clown. They le€kids .-:(
- éarts Hong Kong Circus recently setup ,.-learrr and practise certain tricks and |
the ]omt School Circus Scherfie: W1th master ‘them through which they "
.ﬂﬁe aim of popularising the culture of © learn gersrstence, replies Ho. “Circus - |
1rcqs and performlng arts in socrety Vlrrts are. spécial in‘that kids can br.mg =
happmess to others and they learn -

SN
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‘em wrong. - L5 ST
‘)ﬁ*xﬂiﬁ)ugh we started late,"I db’;ri"ty',‘

e
working conditions (;Q‘m.:g

;ﬁﬁoﬂy with other places;” she
,h, =
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