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through it, she would have an easier confinement. The Father 
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should everyday recite the Sunday orisons and the salutation to 

the angels seven times, in memory of the seven joys of the Virgin. 

Eventually, the woman obeyed her husband. When it came to the 

delivery, she gave birth to a son with admirable ease and, to 

make sure that there could be no doubt about whose assistance 

had made this possible, the birth fell upon the very day of the 

presentation of our Lady at the temple.27 
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They were unable to see that although China lacked 

knowledge of transcendental truths, it had developed a sophisticated 

understanding of human nature. As a result, the catechist wrote that the 

European priests failed to see that Christian scripture and Confucian 

texts were companion texts of equal validity. 
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[Abstract] The study of the Chinese Catholic Church history has 

gradually resumed since the Reform and Opening of mainland China, 

and it has been able to shake off ideological interference and become 

more academic. Moreover, historical materials in various places have 

been unearthed and made public. Some people took the initiative to 

learn foreign languages, hoping to make direct use of the foreign 

original sources. Others want to make use of their advantage as a 

Chinese and strive to search for Chinese historical materials scattered 

over China. These efforts have come up with abundant results in 

different aspects. In addition, in recent decades, with the publication of 

many Chinese Catholic documents and archives that have been 

disseminated overseas, it allows more diverse and ample researches. 

Although lopsided research interests on the Society of Jesus and a few 

star missionaries has been reduced in recent years, there is still room 

for refinement and deepening. This article uses “language” as an 

example to point out that while cultural exchanges could be scrutinized 

from the coining of “terminologies” in the early missionary period, it 

could also be done through inspecting the translations in order to 

enhance further the level of studies in Church history. 


