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Aesthetic Inquiry of Curriculum in Taiwan: Issues and Problems

Shu-Ching CHOU

Abstract

Aesthetic inquiry of curriculum (or curriculum aesthetics) has become the focus of
educational research in Taiwan for recent years, and the research achievement is significant.
According to the collected papers, the author divided the related research into four categories:

1. To inquire into the phenomenon of curriculum and teaching by connoisseurship and
criticism that Eisner proposed;

2. To explore the features of aesthetic experience in teaching and learning, and the ways of
practice;

3. To explore the artistry of teaching based on the supposition of “teacher as artist™;
To inquire into the effect of teaching based on the framework of art education.

However, these researchers may have different conceptions and explanations to curriculum
aesthetics, making the research category and related concepts to be vague. The author pointed
out that the two main problems of the curriculum aesthetics research were: first, the concepts or
terms of aesthetics used in curriculum studies were confusing; second, the interpretation of
aesthetics theory and its application to curriculum phenomenon were improper. Finally, the
author indicated the future directions for curriculum aesthetics research.

Keywords: curriculum aesthetics; aesthetic experience; artistry of teaching; aesthetic inquiry



