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Systemic Functional Linguistics-based Assessment and Analysis on
Practical Writing of Non-Chinese Speaking Students

Cha-Kie HIEW

Abstract

Systemic functional linguistics emphasizes on the system and functions of language, and it
suggests that language education should help students learn the system of language and how
to apply it in communication appropriately. This empirical research analyzed the authentic
materials of 59 non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students through quantitative and qualitative
analysis. The research findings discovered the weak performance of NCS students in practical
writing, especially in the aspects of tenor, mode, conjunction, and grammar. Other problems
included the insufficiency in the genre knowledge, inability to understand the writing purpose
and structure of certain genre, incomplete steps and phases, lack of the concept of context,
limited vocabulary, and the language form affected by English grammar as the result of negative
transfer in second language. This research not only studied their practical writing performance
but also introduced a new scoring scheme of Chinese writing developed based on systemic
functional linguistics. Therefore, teachers and researchers can understand students’ writing
difficulties and learning needs from the perspectives of context, discourse, grammar and
presentation, and develop specific teaching design or relevant strategies to improve the writing
ability of second language learners.

Keywords: systemic functional linguistics; non-Chinese speaking students; practical Chinese
writing; second language writing; assessment
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