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BBRRRMNEEERE - PHBUBENURRERNFB T RUREMRENRIERE

AP IR ‘ BTN SRR B IE
REEE a. To understand child development and its application to early childhood education (ECE).

Program aims b. To understand the cultural, social, economic, and political factors that affect the
development of ECE, with particular reference to Hong Kong.

¢. To acquire the knowledge and skills in planning, implementing, and evaluating
contemporary early childhood curriculum and programs appropriate to early childhood
settings in Hong Kong.

d. To understand children with diverse needs and acquire skills in working with them and
their families.

e. To acquire the understanding and competence to promote home-school collaboration and
parental involvement in ECE.

f. To acquire the knowledge and skills to perform the professional responsibilities.

g. To develop the capacity for continuous independent learning and reflective practice.

IRNALE Core domains

Course content | a. Child studies

b. Foundations of ECE

¢. Curriculum in ECE

d. Children with diverse needs

e. Educational management and sustainable development of early childhood settings
f. Parental involvement in ECE

Elective domain [including the following areas of study]

a. Child studies

b. Foundation of ECE

c. Curriculum in ECE

d. Children with diverse needs

e. Educational management and sustainable development of early childhood settings
f. Parental involvement in ECE

g. Educational issues

HEeEY Supervised practice (with independent classroom teaching) in ECE settings

Practicum

B a. Understand the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) that
PR R undergird the learning areas they teach and create learning experiences that are
Performance meaningful for young children.

outcomes b. Understand how young children learn and develop, and provide learning opportunities that

support their affective and social development, physical development, cognitive
development, creative expression, aesthetic and cultural development.

c. Understand how young children differ in their approaches to learning and create varied

learning opportunities to cater for individual needs.
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Performance

outcomes

d. Understand and use a variety of learning and teaching strategies to encourage young

children’s development of creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving and performance

skills.

. Create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active

engagement in learning, and self-motivation for young children.

. Use knowledge of effective verbal, non-verbal, and media communication techniques to

foster active learning and inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the

classroom.

. Plan instruction based upon knowledge of subject matter, young children, the community,

and curriculum goals.

. Understand and use a variety of formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and

ensure the continuous all-round development of young children.

Understand the structure of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region education
system, and the cultural, social, economic, and political factors that have affected its
development, especially as they are related to ECE.

Understand and value complex characteristics of young children, their families and
communities, and create respectful, reciprocal relationships with families in children’s

development and learning.

. Understand the importance of, and can use appropriate strategies to contribute to the

quality of their schools to the benefits of children, parents, community, and colleagues.
Identify and conduct themselves as members of the early childhood profession and abide
vigorously to ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early childhood

practice.

. Be reflective practitioners who continually evaluate the effects of their choices and actions

on others, and who actively seek out opportunities to grow professionally.
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The Hong Kong Early Childhood Curriculum Reform for the 21st Century:
A Retrospective and Prospective Analysis

Kit-Ho FUNG

Abstract

How best to improve pre-primary education (PPE) has been a longstanding issue worldwide.
1t is no exception in Hong Kong. The government of Hong Kong has been publishing curriculum
guides since the 1980s to support PPE institutions to develop their curriculum. Five curriculum
guides have been published since then. Despite that the curriculum guides were published
in different times, each guide spelt out similar curricular elements that deemed as crucial for
PPE institutions to enhance their service quality. An in-depth review of these curriculum guides
reveals a hidden shift of curriculum orientations adopted by the government over the past three
decades. In this article, changes in the orientations underpinning the five official PPE curriculum
guides will be discussed against the Hong Kong education reform, in conjunction with the
advancing professional qualifications of the Hong Kong PPE teachers. The article will also
discuss directions that could facilitate the actualization of the curriculum reform aims set for
the PPE sector. These directions include, but are not limited to, refining the integrated PPE
curriculum, reinforcing PPE teachers’ observation skills to promote authentic assessment of

young children’s learning, and professionalizing the pre-primary teacher education.

Keywords: education reform, curriculum guide; curriculum orientation, pre-primary education;

Hong Kong



