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An Analysis of the Concept of Teacher Professional Development:
Taking Liberal Studies in Hong Kong as an Example
Julia Ka-Wing CHU

Abstract

Starting from September 2009, Liberal Studies will be one of the core subjects
in the New Senior Secondary curriculum. In the face of this curriculum reform
which focuses on subject integration, lots of subject teachers have started
to look for opportunities for further professional development and self-
enhancement. Taking the experience of students of the Master of Arts
Programme in Curriculum Development and Teaching of Liberal Studies
offered by a university in Hong Kong, this article attempts to find out:
(1) the characteristics of students in the program in terms of their “teaching
experience,” “subject background,” “role in the development of the subject
Liberal Studies,” and “learning motivation”; (2) the learning outcomes
achieved by students. The purpose is to understand how frontline teachers
perceive teacher professional development. Questionnaire, focus interview, and
analysis of students’ learning log were used to collect data.



