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Biases and Faults in the Content of the
National Education Curriculum of the HKSAR:
Controversies over the Moral and National Education

Curriculum Guide

Wing-kwong TSANG

Abstract

In the summer of 2012, Hong Kong society was besieged by
the controversy invoked by the national education policy. The
controversy has mobilized about one hundred thousand Hong
Kong residents took to the street. As a result, the Hong Kong SAR
(HKSAR) Government announced that the Moral and National
Education Curriculum Guide has become “invalid” and yet allows
schools to interpret the document on their own capacities. Amid the
controversy, the public forum of Hong Kong was predominantly
occupied by accusations of political motives and conspiracies.
Policy analyses and discussions based on socio-political facts and
educational ideas were pushed to the margin and seldom heard.
This essay is a record of the policy statements pronounced by the
author during this controversy. The first part of the essay records
my criticisms on the curricular ideas and pedagogical approaches
signified in the Curriculum Guide, which is the final documentation
after four months’ public consultation. After my criticisms had been
published in local newspaper, the Chair Professor of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology Leonard Kwok-hon Cheng
published his comments on the same newspaper and registered his
reservations to my criticisms. Accordingly, the second part of the
essay records my responses and reservations to those of Professor
Cheng. The essay is written with the objective and belief that



nurturing the civil and national identities of the future residents of
Hong Kong is an uncompromising vocation of educators in Hong
Kong. The vocation will not disappear by the policy orientation of
muddling through posed by the HKSAR Government with rhetoric
such as “becoming invalid” or “open to interpretation by schools’
own capacity.” Accordingly, it is my sincere hope that as responsible
local educators, we are obliged to address the issue on national
education for future citizens of the Hong Kong squarely and fairly.
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