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Reconstructing Daoism in Nanjing:
Jinling xuanguan zhi and the Daoist Environment
in Late-Ming Nanjing

He Yanran

Abstract

The academic community traditionally considered Buddhism to be far
more prosperous than Daoism in Nanjing. Influenced by this view, the
history of Daoism in Nanjing has long been overlooked and simplified.
In fact, due to the special political status of Nanjing and the Daoist
environment in the nearby Jiangnan area, Daoism in Nanjing played a
special role in the Ming dynasty. During the Wanli reign, Ge Yinliang
% % 5%, a minister of the Sacrificial Office of the Board of Rites in
Nanjing, reorganized information about Daoist temples in Nanjing
according to their management need, and compiled the Jinling xuanguan
zhi 2w %#& , in 13 volumes. The book not only offers detailed and
regular records of the Daoist temples inside and outside the city at that
time, but also reflects Ge’s own management idea of Daoism in Nanjing.
Based on this text, the present study attempts to reconsider the status and
characteristics of Daoism, especially the development of Daoist temples,
in late-Ming Nanjing, against a background of divisions between the ideal
political design and the reality of Daoism. The paper will also analyze the
transformation of the Daoist system, Daoists’ activities, the changes in the
Daoist environment etc to explore the motivation behind the evolution of
Daoism in Nanjing. Reconsideration of the status of Nanjing Daoism in
the context of time and space will reveal the decisive influence of political
systems and religious policies over religious environment, an important
aspect of Nanjing Daoism in the Ming period which might have been
overlooked in the past discussion of Daoism from the aspect of urban
space.
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