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Performing the Competition of Monastic and
Demons and Staging Interaction between

the Dao and Exorcism: Re-interpretation of
Fengshen Yanyi through the Exorcism in
Song and Yuan Dynasties

Kao Chen-Hung

Abstract

The Legend of Deification (Fengshen yanyi {78 ) is a famous novel
in the Ming Dynasty. In the past, research on this novel was mostly based
on the perspectives from the mainstream Buddhism and Daoism. There
are many new researches on the Exorcism emerged during the Song and
Yuan Dynasties, of which the horizon is no longer limited to traditional
Buddhism or Daoism. Instead, more attention has been given to “folk
Buddhism,” “folk Daoism,” or “Fa % ” (exorcism) which have gradually
become popular in the mass society. Such new perspectives are considerably
to change the understanding of the novel about gods and demons. Through
such perspectives and supplemented by the material of rituals and images,
this work attempts to make a more coherent and innovative interpretation
of the Legend of Deification. This article re-interprets the religious structure
in this novel, as well as the images and meanings of the characters. And it
also discusses the significance of the final plot of conferred titles in the last
chapter.

This article points out that the idea of Jiejiao ##{ and Tongtian
jlaozhu #WKR#E may come from the Daoist Lingbao Jing and Lingbao
Tianzun # % K%. The monastic Chanjiao #J#{ and Jiejiao through the
transformation of death, suffered from the pain of remolding themselves
and finally achieve the ultimate goal of becoming immortal. In addition
to the meaning of “blocking,” Jie #; should also have the meaning of
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“deemed to be robbed, be robbed” (intercepted). The death of those
disciples in the two mentioned lineages, although seems as the author’s
random plot, however, when digging in deep, such plot is supported by
the great idea that the god and demons mutually reinforce and neutralize
each other. In addition, the Hongjun Daoren #§#J3& A, ranking above the
Laojun #7E, Tianzun K%, and Jiaozhu #F, is believed to possess the
metaphor of “Pangu” #y, which integrates all the clues in the novel.
The Hongjun Daoren has the characteristics of Pangu King—a god that
embraces the concept of Buddhism, Daoism, and local deities in the ritual
traditions of southern China. The possibility of Pangu King &y . At the
end of the novel, Jiang Ziya %17 was conferred the monastic and King
Wu #.F was conferred princes, symbolizing unification of religious and
secular order. Through the legality and authority of the Canonization, the
realm and order of the gods and men were established, thus the matter of
conferring gods and men have the meaning of cultural origin (the gods and
the surnames). This concept has formed the so-called “fiction teaching”
through the spread of novels and operas, which has played a considerable
role in the folk society of which the influence has shaped new common
knowledge to the present day.

Keywords: The Legend of Deification, Fengshen yanyi, conferred titles,
Daoism, Esoteric Buddhism, exorcism





