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A Survey of the Yao’s Manuscripts Housed in the
Bodleian Library, Oxford

Guo Wu

Abstract

Approximately 300 volumes of manuscripts from the Yao Nationality are housed
in the Bodleian Library in Oxford. This paper lists for each of them the titles,
main contents and date of transcription. Based on this concrete investigation,
the author considers they were transcribed during the 17th to 20th centuries,
and distributed around Yunnan and Guangxi provinces of China as well as some
Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam. Furthermore, over 260 of these are
relevant to Daoism. From these manuscripts, we can document the development
and transformation of Daoism among the Yao, as well as the influence of
Buddhism and Confucianism on this Nationality.

Keywords: Yao Nationality, Daoism, ritual, magic, Bodleian Library



