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Robin Hood in SLA:
What Has the Learning Strategy
Researcher Taught Us?*
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This article reviews two decades of empirical research on language learning
strategies in the field of second language acquisition (SLA). Five broad questions
are examined: 1) What is a language learning strategy? 2) What are the good
language learning strategies? 3) How are language learning strategies associated
with learning results? 4) Where do learning strategies come from? and 5) Is
language learning strategy training effective? Achievements and remaining issues
are discussed, followed by potential directions for戶ture research. The article
argues for the need for more theorizing and more empirical research on specific
language learning tasksas opposed to general “ language learning strategies. "
Also an urgent call 戶r research along contextual dimensions is stressed. In
particular, Asian learners, a group with distinct learning strategies, warrant much
more unbiased attention.

Introduction

Research on language learning strategies (LLS) started off with the Robin
Hoodian good will of breaking the secret behavioral codes of successful
language learners and sharing them with the unsuccessful ones. This can
best be witnessed in the two articles that harbingered the research

paradigm: “What the ‘Good Language Learner' Can Teach Us" (Rubin,

* I would like to thank Professor Charles Alderson , Dr. Robert Keith Johnson,
and the anonymous reviewers for their invaluable comments on earlier versions of
this article. I take full responsibility , of course, for the views and opinions ex­
pressed here.
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