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Escape from Utopia:
On the Anti-utopian Writing in
Yan Lianke’s Lenin’s Kisses

Chau Man-lut’

Yan Lianke’s novel Lenin’s Kisses, published in 2004, is renowned at home and
abroad. It is regarded as a novel that cannot be overlooked in the twenty-first-century
contemporary Chinese literature. Although there has been much discussion on the utopian
image presented in Lenin’s Kisses, this essay aims to analyse in detail the depictions of
utopia and paradise in the novel, as well as its main characters Liu Yingque and Mao
Zhi, through a close reading. The analysis will be conducted from the following three
perspectives: 1) the ideological relations between the utopia/paradise pictured in Lenin's
Kisses and Maoist utopianism/ “the ideal society” in Chinese Daoism; 2) attitudes of the
two protagonists, Mao Zhi and Liu Yingque, towards utopia/paradise, and the relations
with the development of People’s Republic of China and communist ideology; and 3) this
essay also attempts to illustrate the meaning of anti-utopian writing in Lenin’s Kisses—
by withdrawing the village “Liven” from a communist utopia to “the ideal society”, Yan
tries to subvert Maoism and criticize the pursuit of “communist utopia” (i.e., “getting-rich-
together”) in the post-Mao era. Lastly, this essay will examine how the author chooses
between utopia and paradise.

Keywords: Yan Lianke utopia paradise communism post-Mao era

Chau Man-lut, Associate Professor, School of General Education and Language, Technological and
Higher Education Institute of Hong Kong





