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On the Methodology lllustrated in Wang Yi’s
Annotations of Chuci in Relation to the Debate on
the Image of Qu Yuan during the Han

Chen Hung To ’

During the Han dynasty, a series of debates on the personality of Qu Yuan emerged.
Since the focus of these arguments lies in Qu Yuan’s actions and his moral standing, the
scholars at the time were more concerned with evaluating Qu Yuan and his works by
adopting the Confucian ethical scheme. Previous researches on Wang Yi’s annotations
follow this logic and often argue that Wang Yi tried to interpret Chuci in accordance
with the Confucian classics. This generalization risks oversimplification and often limits
the attempt to further investigate the methods Wang Yi applied.in his interpretations.
This paper seeks to re-evaluate how Wang Yi’s role as a Confucian constrains him from
deviating from the ideology promoted by other Confucians.dike Ban Gu. Though Wang
Yi could not break away from the Confucian paradigim, he managed to redefine some
of the main terminologies. Through his annotations ‘on the meaning of “sage,” “indirect
remonstrance,” and “a subject who shares the.same surname with the ruler should not
leave the state,” his Chuci zhangju laid the foundation for the study of Chuci for the
generations to come.
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