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Theoretical Display and Reception of Writings:
A Study of Zhang Huiyan’s Ci Writing and Their
Influences

Zhang Hongsheng*

The influence of Zhang Huiyan’s theory of ci-poetry had long attracted much more
attention in the academia than that of his own creative writing. This study focuses
precisely on how Zhang Huiyan’s c¢i writing influenced his contemporary writers, and
those of the later generations. The discussion is mainly concentrated on two aspects:
Firstly, despite the differences between the Zhexi School and the Changzhou School,
their writings were not necessarily as extreme as recognized in literary history; this, in a
way, illustrates the complexity in the development of different literary schools. Secondly,
Zhang Huiyan’s ci writings were mainly transmitted among his relatives and peers in the
beginning, but with the increasing impact of Changzhou School, some of his writings
began to be circulated among other writers. Therefore, the study of Zhang’s creative
writings is an important part of canonization, which will help complete the picture of the
ci development in the Qing dynasty.
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