Male Tears in Song China (960-1279)

(Abstract)

Ya Zuo

This article focuses on the phenomenon of abundant male tears inaSong China
(960—1279). It examines how Song literati appropriated lachrymatigh as a male
prerogative in the service of interests and goals unique to thelmale gender and
elite status. I argue that lachrymation facilitated the literati’in exercising their
dominant power and enhancing their brand of manhood. The efficacy of tears
was particularly visible in conditions essential to Song politics, such as factional
struggles and the Song-Jin border disputes. In' these specific circumstances,
lachrymation lubricated internal power negotiations, reinforced the structure of
political dominion, and evinced moral supetiority. Contrary to the conventional
association in modern times of crying with weakness, in the Song, crying

became an enactment of power andvalmarker of masculinity.
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