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A Study of the Protégés of Han Yu

(Abstract)

Qian Deyun

The term “protégés of Han Yu” first emerged in the mid-Tang. Its connotation as well
as its influence have changed with the rise and fall of Han’s status in the Late Tang and
the Five Dynasties, and with the rise and decline of the Ancient Prose Movement in the
Tang dynasty. The connotation of the term was basically confirmed by Ouyang Xiu in the
Song and roughly become the general opinion to this day. It is observed from a historical
point of view that the connotation of the term is a process of dynamic change; that is, the
original meaning, closely related to imperial examinations, has gradually vanished, and the
meaning of Confucian orthodoxy and literature been highlighted.
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