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The Rise and Fall of the Shangqing
Royal Palace on Mount Longhu
in the Qing Dynasty

Gao Lijuan

Abstract

In the ninth year of the Yongzheng reign of the Qing Dynasty (1731),
the Yongzheng Emperor allocated funds to rebuild the Shangqing Palace
on Mount Longhu, at the same time awarding Lou Jinyuan the title of
Intendant with full fourth rank. The rebuilt Shangqing Palace was one of
the largest royal Daoist temples since the founding of the Qing Dynasty.
It was withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the Zhenren Fu, or Heavenly
Master’s residence, under the institution of the Zhang Heavenly Master.
It independently managed incense field property and developed a new
lineage which traced itself back to Lao Zi and called itself the authentic
tradition of “Zheng Yi Fu Lu.” Whether considered in terms of secular
administration or-as a system of beliefs, it is clear that the Shangqing
Palace was committed to becoming an autonomous royal Daoist temple.
Drawing primarily on the 16-volume gazetteer of Mount Longhu complied
by Lou Jinyuan, and supplemented by documents from local chronicles,
imperial archives, and other sources, the present article discusses the
property ownership and the management of the Shangqing Palace, the
composition and lineage of its clergy, and how the Zhenren Fu regained
control after Lou Jinyuan passed away.

By reviewing the rise and decline of this famous royal Daoist temple,
the article attempts to clarify the relationship between the Shangqing
Palace and the Zhenren Fu in the early Qing when both institutions
experienced imperial interference, as well as that between Lou Jinyuan and
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the Zhang Heavenly Master. It thus supplements existing research on the
Zhang Heavenly Master and on Mount Longhu in the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Mount Longhu, the Shangqging Royal Palace, Lou Jinhuan, the
Zhang Heavenly Master





