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The Introduction of the 1739 Ban on
Daoist Officials Managing Ordination
Platforms out of Mount Longhu

and Its Influence

Zheng Yonghua

Abstract

In the fourth year of the Qianlong reign (1739), a ban was issued by
the Qing court on Daoist officials managing ordination platforms out
of Mount Longhu in the name of the Heavenly Master. This prohibition
constituted one of the important measures by which Daoism was
deprecated in the Qing dynasty, with far-reaching influence on the spread
and development of Daoisni in the mid- and late Qing. The fact of this
legal provision has been ‘often noted by scholars, but usually they simply
quote from Qingchao xu wenxian tongkao; so far there has been no study
of the specific course of its promulgation or of its background.

This article excavates this important historical event by utilizing
previously unused archives. It discusses the original cause leading to the
imposition, of the ban, and the time-honored tradition of Daoist officials
managing ordination platforms out of Mount Longhu in the name of
the-Heavenly Master. It also analyzes the main contents of, and relevant
considerations expressed in, the memorial to the court submitted by
governor of Guizhou province at that time, after he received reports from
Zhang Guangsi concerning the ordinations. It then traces the trail of the
memorial as it passed among the Qianlong Emperor and his ministers,
followed by a detailed explanation of the substance of the ban and its far-
reaching influence. From this it can be seen that the ban served as the first
sign of the disparagement of the Zhengyi Sect that began in the middle
of the Qing dynasty and that directly led to changes in the transmission
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and development of the Zhengyi Sect. The ban not only weakened the
traditional connection between the members of the Zhengyi Sect on
Mount Longhu and those of other regions, but also further intensified the
“folk transformation” and localization of the Zhengyi Sect, and even, to a
certain extent, affected the collection and dissemination of works of Daoist
literature such as Zhengyi falu.

Keywords: ban, Daoist officials from Mount Longhu, ordination platforms;
Daoist policy of the Qing Dynasty, Zhengyi Sect





