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Changes in the Architectural Pattern of
the Chaotian Palace in Nanjing during
the Ming Dynasty and Their Implications

He Yanran

Abstract

The Chaotian Palace in Nanjing was one of the most important official
Daoist temples in the Ming Dynasty. Its long and rich history and complex
religious and political functions determined the complicated nature of
its architectural pattern. The coexistence of newly-built structures with
earlier architecture in the Chaotian Palace was influenced not only by the
development of local religious sects in the Ming Dynasty, but also reflected
contemporary political visions of how Daoism was to be managed.
However, little attention has been paid in religious and historical studies to
the history of the Chaotian Palace in this period. By examining changes in
the architectural pattern of the Chaotian Palace during the Ming Dynasty
and thus clarifying its history, this study hopes to reveal the multiple
connections between the architectural patterns of Chaotian Palace and
factors such-as politics, religion, and the social environment.
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