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Abstract

Extensive literature has documented rural-urban disparities in China. 
However, rural-urban divide in the lives of sexual and gender minori-
ties has been lesser studied. This article compares lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) people’s lives in di�erent 
parts of China, by analyzing a quantitative survey of 16,976 LGBTI 
people, the largest dataset of its kind to date in China. It was found 
that LGBTI people living in cities were more likely to display non-
conforming gender expression and less likely to endorse internalized 
homophobia than those living in villages. �ey were also more likely 
to indicate that their family members, coworkers, supervisors, and 
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