
The Political and Military Nexus of Beijing-
Washington-Taipei: Military Interactions in the 
Taiwan Strait* 

Ji You and Yufan Hao

Abstract

Military tension is at the core of the Taiwan conflict. It is also a key 
factor for Washington to contemplate intervention. Since 2016 the level 
of this tension has risen due to Taipei’s renunciation of the 1992 
consensus and more vigorous U.S. play of the Taiwan card. This article 
argues that despite the war rhetoric, the three parties still strive to avert 
overt militarization of the conflict, as they address more urgent internal 
and external challenges. Beijing’s Taiwan policy is still maintaining 
peace through threat of war amid the PLA’s combat buildup. However, 
the trilateral relationship has entered uncharted waters leading to the 
near future, at least 2020. It is worth closely watching if the rising polit-
ical tension will lead to a military showdown.

The China Review, Vol. 18, No. 3 (August 2018), 89–119

Ji You is Professor and head of the Department of Government, University of 
Macau. Correspondence should be sent to jiyou@umac.mo.

Yufan Hao is Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Chair Professor at the 
University of Macau.

*The authors would like to express gratitude to Professor Gang Lin of the 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University for organizing a cross-Strait symposium in 
September 2017, where this research was presented. They are also grateful for the 
comments by the two anonymous reviewers of this article. Finally, they acknowl-
edge the University of Macau’s financial support (MYRG2016-00111-FSS) for 
this research.

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 P
res

s：
 C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls




