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Editor’s Notes

The New Changes and Challenges in the Social
Media Era

Yunya SONG

Abstract

The prevalence of social media is revolutionizing our daily life. The free
flow of information has made its acquisition and sharing more convenient than
ever before. People use social media to build and maintain relationships with
others. Meanwhile, new problems arise as mis- and disinformation create public
misunderstanding of scientific issues and opinion polarization tears the society
further apart. This issue features the ICA annual bilingual paper by Prof. Ran
Wei and his colleagues, a dialogue with Prof. Mike Schifer on science
communication, and- five outstanding research articles. These works cover a
wide variety of topics taking place on or influenced by social media, including
COVID-19 misinformation and public perception, collective mourning, user
self-representation via multiple accounts, protection of cultural products’
creativity, organization reputation management, and advancements in strategic
communication. They bring to our attention some of the major challenges
communication scholars and our society are facing, and chart out the directions
in future research.
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