(R A E2T) - (4) % 56 H (2021) : 63-91

W am 3L

PRI T
[ D B 5 A
WA TR £ 22 2 R B o e 1

FHTT ~ RIEE - HEH

SRS

EHRLERN AEEBEHOHEENTEHAEREALITEAER
AR B E RIE o [ M 42324 4 B | (gateway belief model) 32 % # %
ERAMAERZARGHEERA S PARHLEARRNER/H
R M AR A RS o BT 3 A SR SR A 09 TR AR AR B EBCR 69
IH e EPHABMAARETARREEMRAOTF T AFEHRAE
MORREEFRETEHEERR P ERLA RS Z20 B P 6
FEAER o i — 1B FRA L o EILAE LR A A ;&%ﬂ“i
B WM BAERERAERZYR s 2 —HEEF R AR
REGFEG L HCRREBY HELERAARAERVESL ﬁm&

EDS > HEPRHEOCE T H BLE B AR b B B o DRITIER - BLEREE - (2
FRAAE ~ AR o FEE © lizhenfang @hust.edu.cn
SLIETE > RO BT ] BRAE S R S B A A > DRIC AR - RHEREE -
T : 420495008 @qq.com
BRELBL 2 PR B ] B SR S B A AR > DRIC AR - (RS -
ﬁl@ : 136739518 @qq.com

A SCECR H A - 20194E4 16 H © G 3CHEZ HH - 20194F 12 16 H -



64

EgEAG2T]) . (#) £56H (2021)

ERCEREHERGBLARNR R L2 HBRERTRGF LS
P B KE R TS A A SR A B 0 T H R % RS AR 4 9
B AETR o MESLIRML ARG R A BA S - RARREL S R
Pk B0 T 45 69 A R M A A A SR RARER AR
T A AR L4934 £ TR o

Mas SR SR ER - AL RBRE HARES RS

R Fn



Communication and Society, 56 (2021), 63-91

Research Article

Scientists Have Been Bought! The Moderation of
Individual Psychological Reactance in the Effects
of Scientific Consensus Perception on Genetically
Modified Food Safety Beliefs

Zhenfang LI, Tingting WU, Liangqi DENG

Abstract

The public and the scientific community find it difficult to communicate
directly and effectively with each other. According to the gateway belief model,
messages about scientific consensus positively affect the public’s perception of
scientific consensus, which then improves their understanding of and support for
related public policy. Because of the negative interpretations of expressions posted
on the Chinese Internet, this study explores the moderating role of an individual’s
psychological reactance in the cognitive impact of scientific consensus on the
safety of genetically modified (GM) food. An experimental study revealed that
consensus messages effectively enhanced consensus perceptions and thus affected
scientific beliefs about GM food safety. However, this effect was moderated by
individual psychological reactance. Compared with high-psychological reactance
groups, consensus messages can affect and effectively improve the scientific
beliefs of low-psychological reactance groups. Enhancing the details and vividness
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of consensus messages and strengthening the credibility and persuasion of
consensus messages could dispel or reduce the moderating effects of psychological
reactance. Applying persuasive communication to the scientific communication
field could help narrow the gap between scientists and the public regarding
scientific issues by communicating vivid and credible messages about scientific

consensus.
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