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Symbol Carrier and Consensus Mobilization in
the Era of Image Communication:
A Comprehensive Analysis of Nine Ribbon Actions

Xiaoan GUO, Shaoting YANG

Abstract

In recent years, colored ribbons as symbel carriers have gradually
increased in collective actions, appearing constantly as objects, images,
languages, and collection texts. Above mentioned phenomenon has been
interwoven with various functions, such as the group shaping, visual
persuasion, emotional mobilizatieri and etc., which are caused by the
connection of ribbon and color.“After a comprehensive analysis of the nine
ribbon actions, it was found that the metaphors manufactured by the collocation
of color and ribbon in eoli€ctive action not only has cultural conventionality,
but also has a certain degree of variability because of the different context,
political opportunity” structure and cognitive schema. As a tool for visual
persuasion and. emotional mobilization, ribbons are frequently applied in the
field of consensus social movement in China, with characteristics of public
welfare, morality and altruistic. Although a small number of ribbon actions are
used in the field of social protest, they have certain obvious industrial and
regional characteristics. Although this kind of movement can obtain a certain
political discourse space to achieve online and offline linkage, the visual
symbols used in the ribbon actions cannot directly display scars and pains,
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which have caused difficulties for the viewers to decode to a certain extent,
affecting the depth and breadth of mobilization. Essentially, it is a strategic
trade-off among identity restraint, self-protection, and group expression under a
specific political opportunity structure.
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