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Special Issue Article

No Landscape on the Road:
Communication in City Mobile Spaces

Donglei BIAN

Abstract

This article provides a critical examination of the effects of mobile
technology on urban communication. In this article, it is argued that the modern
transportation system, which was invented in the 19th century, is an autonomous
technology. The logic of “rapid flow” has changed the nature of the city and
created a mobile space where special interactions occur. Roads, overpasses, and
tunnels constitute the city’s appearance, but permanent accommodation is
difficult. In context, mobile space is populated by strangers, which leads to “avoid
communication” relationships. Remarkably, with the emergence of mobile
phones, although being “present without interaction” has become acceptable, the
negative relationships in mobile space are exacerbated. Hence, there is no
landscape on the road. Ruled by mobile technology, it is impossible to avoid the
effects of mobile technology. Users try to move faster, stay at home, or create an
alternative space. However, because of the decreasing opportunities to stay, walk,
and chat in public spaces, people are not optimistic about the positive aspects of
public life.
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