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ABSTRACT

Mandarin Chinese has a modifier [V-de X] construction with a cluster of
properties: X is both syntactically and semantically a predicate of the
event denoted by V, unique per clause and demonstrably in the
complement position of V. Whereas these properties collectively set X
apart from postverbal adverbials in European languages, X not only can
be interpreted as if it were one of a wide range of adverb classes but also
interacts with actual preverbal adverbials of certain types and yields a
minimality effect. We present an explanation that makes use of the probe-
goal theory of syntactic dependencies and the association of adverb
classes adv to their corresponding licensing heads H. It will be shown that
the morpheme -de embodies agreement between adv and H. When
coupled with a strict Kayne-style clausal structure that Chinese has, this
characterization of -de helps explain all the properties of the modifier [V-
de X] construction.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This paper investigates a novel phenomenon in Chinese: An
adjectival syntactic predicate X sitting in the complement position of the
matrix verb V is interpreted as modifying V and projects a corresponding
scope subject to minimality induced by a preverbal adverbial of certain
types. The pattern is schematically shown in (1) while the cluster of
properties associated with it is listed in (2):

(1) ... [y ... (*adv) ... V-de X], with Y being the scope of X.
(2) a. -de is a bound morpheme obscure both semantically and
grammatically (other than the descriptive function of introducing X);
b. X is popularly taken to describe the manner of V but in fact can
accommodate a wide range of “adverb” classes;
c. X differs from postverbal adverbs in European languages in that
i. there is unequivocal evidence that X acts as a syntactic predicate,
ii. there can be no more than one X per clause,
iii. X is structurally in the complement position of V, and
iv. other than the mediating -de, V and X must be linearly adjacent.

We hope to demonstrate that the phenomenon summarized in (1-2) is most
adequately explained with the probe-goal theory of constituent
dependencies (Chomsky 2000, 2001; also see Pesetsky and Torrego 2007;
Wurmbrand 201 1; among others) plus Cinque’s (1999) model of adverbs.
The paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 presents the core facts
behind (1) and (2a-b) and two representative analyses are critically
evaluated with a view to strengthening the plausibility of our analysis. Our
own attempt at the problem is given in section 3. Throughout these
sections, the multiple traits of X in (2¢) will be assumed, leaving their proof
to section 4 so as to focus on the central concern of this work.! Worth
keeping in mind from the start are: (A) Given (2c.iv), either V must be
intransitive or the object of V must be moved out so that V and X can be
adjacent in V-de X examples; (B) (2¢) collectively distinguishes X from a
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