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FOUR DIFFERENT STRUCTURES FOR LOCATIVE
RESULTATIVES
Rint Sybesma
Leiden University, Leiden

1. INTRODUCTION: THE PUZZLES

Li (1990) notices that there is a definiteness effect in locative
resultative sentences in Mandarin (“M”): with an indefinite object DP, such
sentences are fine, while they are not, when the object is definite.! It is
illustrated in (1b) and (2b). Interestingly, as (la) and (2a) show, the
definiteness effect is not observed in Cantonese (“C”).

(1) aN ngo5 fong3-zo2 go2-bun2 syul hai2 toi4  soeng5min6 (C)
b.* wo fang-le na-bén shii zai zhudzi-shang (M)
IS put-PRF  DEM-CL  book at  table top
‘I put that book on the table’
(2) a.\' ngo5 fong3-zo2 jatl-bun2 syul hai2 toi4 soeng5Smin6 (C)
b wo fang-le yi-bén shi zai zhudzi-shang (M)
IS  put-PRF  one-CL book at  table top
‘I put a book on the table’
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