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ABSTRACT

-Haa5 ("F) ‘a bit’ is a frequently used affix attached to verbal and
adjectival phrases in Cantonese. The investigation of the distributions,
grammatical properties and functions of -haa5 reveals that all usages of
-haa5 are derived from its original meaning ‘a stroke, a bit, or a tiny
amount’. The distributions of -haa5 are highly restricted: predicates
eligible to co-occur with -haal are verbs/adjectives with an innate
event/degree argument, excluding those whose semantics are of
extreme/polarity reading. The function of -Aaa) is to delimit events when
following verb phrases (henceforth VPs) and make slight adjustments of
degree when attached to adjective phrases (henceforth APs). Moreover,
-haa5 is of the function of subjectivity encoding. -Haa5 has been
grammaticalized from a verb classifier, event delimiter/degree adjuster to
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a subjectivity marker and is syntactically at the left periphery of the
extended projection of predicative lexical categories.

KEYWORDS
Cantonese -haa5 "F Event Degree Subjectivity Left-peripheral
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1. INTRODUCTION

-Haa) is an affix attached to verbal (1a) and adjectival elements (1b)
in Hong Kong and Guangzhou Cantonese. It occurs frequently on casual
occasions like daily conversations, street interviews, or personal
comments rather than in formal contexts such as official announcements,
business communications and important rituals, as exemplified in (1):

(1) a. Pl May % A TR, (verb)!
Aa3meil joek3 ngo5 co5 haa$.
A-May invite 1SG sit HAAS
‘A-May invites me to sit down (for tea).’
b. & H JL oMy, (adjective)
Gamljat6 gei2  jit6 haa$.
today rather hot HAAS
‘It is rather hot today.’

Generally, scholars agree that the original reading of -aa5 is “a
stroke” (cf. Bai 1998; Peng 2000, 2010; Wang and Zhan 2007; Choo 2010;
among many others). -Haa$ is originated from a verbal classifier meaning
‘once’, and the V-haa5 construction is grammaticalized from the V-jatl-
haa5 “V-once’ construction, along with the omission of the numeral jat!
‘one’ (Bai 1998; Peng 2000, 2010; Wang and Zhan 2007; Choo 2010;
among many others), as demonstrated in zong6 -haa5 go3 zungl ‘hit the
bell once’ (2b).
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