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ABSTRACT

This article presents an alternative argument that Mandarin distributor GE
(GEpis) is a pro-form to be merged as an appositive to a plural nominal,
verb or adverbial. GEpis performs a distributive function of matching a set
of individuals to a set of predications,‘thus requiring the obligatory co-
occurrence of a distributive host, i:¢5-an antecedent plural nominal, verbal
or adverbial phrase, and a distributive target, i.e., a following syntactic
constituent that helps to separate the predication. The canonical syntactic
position of GEpjs is immediately to the right of the distributive host. An
appositive analysis of GEpis is proposed to the effect that GEpys is merged
as an appositive te'the distributive host. This new analysis improves upon
the existing adjunct analysis, which takes GEpis as a quantificational
adverb that<adjoins to VP or vP. The appositive analysis is further
supported by the convincing view that GEpis is a pronoun rather than an
adverbrand can be extended to cover two new facts about GEpjs, where the
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distributive host is a plural verb phrase or a plural adverbial phrase. The
conclusion reached is that GEpis is a pro-form that is semantically
associated with and syntactically apposed to a plural antecedent in the
capacity of a nominal, a verb or an adverbial.

KEYWORDS
GE Distributor Mandarin Appositive Syntax

1. INTRODUCTION

Ge ‘each’ (GE hereafter) in (1) is a common word-‘in-Standard
Mandarin, as evidenced by The CCL Corpus of Chinese Texts (Zhan, Guo
and Chen 2003), which registers 526,754 instances of gé‘each’ among its
581,794,456 Modern Mandarin characters. The word has been recognized
as an adverb that modifies an event, a distributive/quantifier that performs
a matching function between two sets of individual entities, and an adjunct
that adjoins to a VP or vP in syntactic derivation (Kung 1993; Lin 1998,
2004; Soh 2005; Lee, Zhang and Pan-2009). We refer to this sort of view
about GE as the adjunct analysis. This article presents an alternative view,
arguing that GE in (1) is a prenoun that entails a distributive relationship
between its antecedent and an extensionally separable predication, and
hence it is an appositive conjoined with its antecedent in a configuration
like (2). For convenience of exposition we refer to GE in this context as
distributor GE (GEpis hereafter) and this new idea of handling GEps as

the appositiveranalysis.

(1)  #Z710 A — PR
Haizi-men GE chi-le yi-gé pingguso.!
child-pL GE  eat-PFV  one-CLF  apple

‘The children each ate one apple.’
(2) [op [pp haizi-men] [GE]]

We start with a reconsideration of the semantic functions and
syntactic positions of GEpis, aiming to clarify some misconceptions about
GEpis in the literature (Section 2). Then we make a brief review of the
adjunct analysis, pointing out its major problems, and, on this basis, we
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