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ABSTRACT  
This paper aims to explicate the emergence of the inverted double object 
construction in Hakka by examining diachronic and dialectal data. The uses 
of BUN in the Basel texts exhibit the characteristics of the ditransitive ‘give’ 
which is evidently traceable to a monotransitive handling verb. Pieces of 
evidence are presented to verify the hypothesis that the inverted double 
object construction was derived from the dative construction by preposition 
deletion. The ellipsis of the preposition was triggered by the semantic 
overlap between the meaning of the construction and that of the preposition, 
instead of by haplology or high usage frequency of the dative construction.  
The verbs in this construction have to keep in low in type frequency in 
order to achieve higher semantic coherence, which will in turn accelerate 
the rise of the new construction. Under this view, the limited distribution 
of verbs in this construction across Hakka dialects follows automatically.  
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