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ABSTRACT  
This paper aims to probe into the semantic constraints that dictate the 
morphological make-ups of motion sequences. Given that Mandarin allows 
serial motion construction with multiple verbal morphemes, it is always an 
intriguing question as to how the morphemes are combined and ordered. 
To account for the allowed and disallowed sequences of prototypical 
motion verbs, three sequencing principles are proposed on par with the 
Proto-Motion Event Schema proposed in Liu et al. (2015). The proposed 
principles help to set the semantic boundary of a serial motion sequence 
(The Boundary-Setting Principle), rule out morphological combinations 
that are against the default order (the Non-Regressional Principle), and 
account for the prominence and characteristics of Path in motion 
predication (the Path-Delimiting Principle). As Path is an integral part of 
motion, it has to be properly delimited with a Path-delimiting element. 
These three principles may together account for the multi-morpheme 
motion sequences whose morphological structures are highly correlated 
with lexical semantic structures. By characterizing the semantic-to-
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morphological correlations, the study ultimately shows how morpho-
syntactic patterns are motivated and shaped by semantic and functional 
considerations in operation. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The concept of motion provides an important cognitive basis for 
understanding a variety of spatial as well as non-spatial relations. Motion-
related issues have always been one of the core concerns in linguistic 
studies. Previous works have studied motion from various perspectives and 
suggested that motion is one of the basic constructs underlining human 
conceptual structure (Jackendoff 1993; Langacker 1987) and a central 
property showing typological variations (Peyraube 2006; Slobin 2004; 
Talmy 2000, 1985). It is evident that motion plays a crucial role in 
language-specific as well as cross-linguistic research on the interplay of 
cognition and language. 

 
1.1 Characteristics of a Motion Event  

A motion event is in general characterized with the essential 
components of Theme, Motion, and Path. In FrameNet1, motion verbs are 
defined as depicting “some entity (Theme) starts out in one place (Source) 
and ends up in some other place (Goal), having covered some space 
between the two (Path)”, such as in “The ball (Theme) flew (Motion) over 
the fence (Path)”. A state-of-the-art definition is given by Talmy (2000, 
1985) who introduced a more elaborated set of semantic components to 
depict motion: “The basic Motion event consists of one object (the Figure) 
moving with respect to another object (Ground). It is analyzed as having 
four components: besides Figure and Ground, there are Path and Motion. 
The Path is the path followed by the Figure object with respect to the 
Ground object. The component of Motion refers to the presence per se of 
motion in the event… In addition to these internal components, a Motion 
event can be associated with an external Co-event2 that most often bears 
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