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JI IN MALAYSIA MANDARIN: A PERSPECTIVE FROM DIALECT 
CONTACT AND GRAMMATICALIZATION 

Liping Sun 
Huaqiao University, Xiamen 

 
ABSTRACT 
Compared with its counterpart in Mainland China Mandarin, the degree 
adverb jĭ in Malaysia Mandarin is not only widely used, but also 
commonly found in unique constructions such as “jĭ + verb/adjective + 
yíxià”. From the perspectives of grammaticalization and language contact, 
this paper argues that the usage of the degree adverb jĭ in Malaysia 
Mandarin has been influenced by the southern Chinese dialects, especially 
Cantonese, and represents as a case of “grammatical replication”  (Heine 
and Kuteva 2003). Specifically, this study finds that the degree adverb jĭ in 
Malaysia Mandarin has three main functions: (a) to indicate a general 
degree in interrogative sentences; (b) to indicate any degree; (c) to indicate 
a high degree. Moreover, this study investigates the historical development 
of jĭ and proposes that its evolution from a quantity word to a (subjective) 
degree adverb is a process of grammaticalization. Finally, based on an 
investigation of Chinese southern dialects where jĭ can be used as a degree 
adverb, as well as the language situation in Malaysia, this study proposes 
that the unique features of jĭ in Malaysia Mandarin can be attributed to the 
Cantonese spoken in Malaysia via language contact, and the whole process 
is a result of grammatical replication. 
 
KEYWORDS 
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