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ABSTRACT

Resultative verb compounds (RVCs) in Mandarin appear in a V1-V2
sequence and have three major subtypes—result-state, directional and
completive RVCs with different degrees of compositionality depending on
the extent to which the compound’s meaning can be derived from the
meanings of the component verbs. The derivation of the RVC has been
analyzed as a lexical or syntactic process. Previous acquisition studies
show that the RVC’s compositionality and event structure are not fully
acquired before the age of three. Findings conflict on whether the
acquisition process revealed by early RVCs is usage-based or rule-based.
We examined longitudinal data from two Mandarin-speaking children and
administered a.novel verb experiment on 32 children. The lexicalist
approach to RVC formation is a better account for our data than the
syntactic approach. Our data lend support to rule-based learning of RVCs.
Children master the event structure of RVCs and its interaction with aspect
gradually. The headedness of the RVC in relation to event structure depends
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on its type: V2 is more salient than V1 for the result-state RVC, while V1
is more salient than V2 for the directional RVC.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Resultative constructions are found in a vast number of languages.
A typical English resultative construction as shown in (1) expresses a
complex event in which an action causes an object to undergo-a change of
state. Aside from English-type periphrastic resultatives, Mandarin Chinese
has lexical resultatives in the form of the resultative vertb-compound (RVC),
also known as “verb-complement compound”; “verb-complement
construction”, or “V-V resultative compound”, depending on the
theoretical stance of the particular analysis (€Chao 1968; Thompson 1973;
Li and Thompson 1981; Zhu 1982; Y. Li-1990; Gu 1992; Shi 1998; Huang
2006; among many others). This,study investigates how Mandarin-
speaking children acquire RVCs.. With the acquisition data, we aim to
address some theoretical issues in linguistics, and contribute to the
understanding of child language acquisition. In this section, we will
introduce the propertiesof RVCs and relevant theoretical issues.

(1) Mary wiped the-iable clean.

AnRVC is composed of two verbal elements, labeled as V1 and V2
in this article. There are three major types of RVCs (Smith 1990; Packard
2001; Gu 2003), namely the result-state, directional, and completive RVCs,
schematized and exemplified in (2). The RVC’s meaning can by and large
be derived from the meanings of its two components. In (3), for instance,
the complex event encoded by X ca-ganjing Y ‘X wipe-clean Y’ can be
decomposed into a causal subevent of X ca Y ‘X wipe Y’ and a result
subevent of Y ganjing ‘Y being clean’. Following the interpretation of
Frege’s principle of compositionality by Dowty (1979, 15) and Larson and
Segal (1995, 11), the semantic compositionality of the RVC can be captured
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