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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the tonal adaptation of a corpus. of 340 English
loanwords in Mandarin. I present evidence that only_stressed/unstressed
distinction is considered for disyllabic and monosyllabic loans. My
principal finding is that the perceptual adaptation, stress-to-tone mapping
is constrained primarily by tonal feature model of native phonology,
while acoustic similarity plays a very limited role. Besides, other factors,
such as vowel length of the donor:language, and Mandarin Grammar
including tonal gaps derived fromfonogenesis and even euphemism also
account for the tonal assignment.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Recently, loanword phonology has received more attention than
ever because it relates to the perceptual biases which have long been
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