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A STUDY OF THE RELATION BETWEEN PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

AND DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS IN CHINESE DIALECTS 
Wang Hua-yun   

Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics 
 
ABSTRACT
In Chinese some personal pronouns and demonstrative pronouns share the 
same origins because of the conceptual cognitive mappings existing 
between the personal domain and demonstrative pronoun domain. The 
traces of such origins can also be found in the Chinese dialects which can 
be divided into three main categories. There exists a systematic 
correspondence between first person concept and proximal deixis concept, 
and between second person concept and distal deixis concept in Mandarin 
and southeast dialects. Therefore, the second personal pronoun er ( ) 
evolves into na ( ), and the vacancy of the third personal pronoun can 
only be filled in with other pronouns which have nothing to do with 
proximal or distal demonstrative pronouns. Because of the mental 
distance of the referent of the third person concept and the historically The
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account of the possible ranges of verb meaning and the 
semantic-to-morphosyntactic sequencing of Mandarin motion verbs. 

KEYWORDS 
Mandarin motion  Lexical semantics  Morphological sequencing  
Iconicity 

1. BACKGROUND 
Motion is one of the fundamental domains in human experience. 

Important works on motion include: conceptual structure (Langacker 
1987), event structure (Jackendoff 1993), typological classification 
(Talmy 1985, Slobin 2004, Peyraube 2006), lexicalization patterns (Talmy 
2000), and scalar structure (Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010). One of 
the core issues concerned in these studies is: what are the lexical semantic 
components that may be syntactically relevant in depicting motion? 

1.1 Previous Concerns 
There are two different approaches to this question. Studies on 

lexicalization patterns (e.g., Talmy 2000) and semantics-to-syntax 
alternations (e.g., Rappaport Hovav and Levin 2010) probe into the 
semantic components lexicalized in verbs of motion. On the other hand, 
studies on semantic frames (cf. Fillmore and Atkins 1992) attempt to 
identify frame-specific elements coexisting in a motion event. In search of 
motion-related lexical components, Talmy (2000, 1985) proposed that a 
motion involves: an object (Figure) moves to a location (Ground) along a 
path (Path) with the motional act (Move), specified by the way the Figure 
moves (Manner). These components may be lexicalized in different ways: 

(1) a. English: (Talmy 2000:28) 
The rock slid down the hill. 
[Figure] [Move+Manner] [Path] [Ground] 

b. Spanish: (Talmy 1985:69) 
La botella entró en la cueva (flotando). 
[Figure] [Move+Path]  [Ground] [Manner] 
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later appearance of K series of distal demonstrative pronouns in the 
southeast dialects, the pronouns of the “other demonstrative” type ta ( ) 
and qi ( ) of specific reference similar in sound to the N series and the K 
series evolve into the third personal pronouns in the two categories of 
dialects. The concept of the third personal pronoun in northwest dialects 
corresponds to that of proximal deixis and distal deixis, and because its 
referent is mentally far, the distal demonstrative pronoun wu/na /
is used for the third personal pronoun as well. Such mechanism comes 
from Altaic languages. Probably similar is the evolution mechanism of the 
proximal demonstrative pronoun yi ( ) for the third personal pronoun. 
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