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THE TONE PATTERN IN DIALECT CONTACT 
Xianming BEI 

Guangdong University of Finance & Economics 
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ABSTRACT 
The features of tones contact have been investigated between Xiang 
Dialect and Gan Dialect, by using the method of tone pattern in this paper. 
It is showed that the “transition” feature of the mixed dialect reflects in 
similar features of tones between mixed dialect and ancestor dialect or 
between mixed tones and target dialect which includes as follows: the 
balance of the tone number, the mixing of tone category, the similarity of 
tone value, and the correlation of tone contour. 
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