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ABSTRACT 
The 6th International Conference in Evolutionary Linguistics (CIEL 6), 
jointly organized by Overseas Education College of Xiamen University and 
the Anthropological Society of China, was held in Xiang'an campus of 
Xiamen University, on November 22-23, 2014. A total of 45 scholars from 
China, U.S. and Estonia attended the conference. There were 7 keynote 
speeches, 22 oral presentations and 8 poster presentations featuring five 
major themes: language as a complex adaptive system; language and the 
brain; vertical and horizontal transmission of languages; language and 
population evolution in China; the ancestry of the Chinese Language. 
 
 
1. LANGUAGE AS A COMPLEX ADAPTIVE SYSTEM 

William S.-Y. Wang ( ), the honorary Chairman of this 
conference, delivered the keynote address on language complexity and 
human complexity. He indicated the similarities and close internal 
relations between languages and humans as two complex adaptive 
systems by comparing genes and words, then presented the total process 
of language development that leads from genes to neural circuits to 
language by reviewing the evolution course of human body and brain 
related to language, and also introduced the FoxP2 gene and its current 
advances relevant to this process. Finally, he illustrated the researches 
and co-operations on the pre-histories of peoples and languages shared 
the concern by genetics, linguistics and anthropology, and highlighted the 
great significance of multidisciplinary research on understanding 
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(Most materials of CIEL-6 are available on the website: 
http://ciel6.xmuoec.com/) 

After the conference, the conference team received much positive 
feedback from the participants. The success of this conference promotes 
the development of evolutionary linguistics. CIEL conferences will 
enhance interdisciplinary and international cooperation in the future. 
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